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Florida  cKurch  gives 
money  despite  debt 


By  Jack  Brymer 

WINTER  PARK,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Sullivan,  who  serves  as  a  trustee  ^ 
Despite  a  debt  of  1750,000  and  the  need  the  foundation.  “And  the  foot  that  J.C. 
to  improve  and  enlarge  its  own  wor-  Mitchell,  the  past  presideat  of  mar 
ship  center.  First  Oiurch  of  Winter  state  conventioo,  is  to  hrad  this 
Park,  a  suburb  of  Orlando,  has  church-plsuiting  ministry  can  help 
created  a  foundation  and  given  12.5  bring  a  new  day  to  Florida.” 
million  in  “seed  money”  for  church  Noting  that  Florida  is  one  of  the 
planting,  primarily  in  Florida.  fastest-growing  states  in  the  nation 
:»  -Ala4X  the  cburdils  pastor  of  20years,  with  a  net  population  gain  (rf  830  per- 
John  C.  Mitchell,  resigned  Dec.  31,  sons  each  ^y,  Mitchell  said:  “We  are 
1991,  to  iMKmme  the  foundation^  ex-  falling  farther  and  forth^  behind  in 
ecutive  director:  church  planting  and  winning  people 

Ihking  its  name-from  real  estate  in  to  Christ.” 
which  the  church  invested  10  years  The  Florida  Baptist  State  Conven- 
ago,  the  Pembrook  Foundation  is  tion  voted  last  November  to  establish 
s^i^  to  create  a  corpus  of  at  least  a  fraternal  relatioi»hip  with  the  foun- 
$10  million  which  could  provide  up  to  dation.  The  foundation  already  has 
$1  million  a  year  fw  starting  new  provided  $100,000  to  the  state  conven- 
churches.  *  tion  to  help  offset  a  shortfall  in  fuii^ 

Florida  Baptist  Convention  Ex-  which  thi^tened  to  slash  mission 
ecutive  Director-Treasurer  John  pastor  salaries  by  40%. 

Sullivan  called  the  new  foundation  ‘hn  The  Pembrook  Fhundation  is  head- 
answer  to  prayer.”  quartered  at  445  North  l^^rmore  Road, 

“If  we  starts  800  churches  tomor-  Winter  Park,  FL  32789. 
row,  that  would  only  bring  us  to  the  -  Brymer  is  editor  of  Florida  BAP- 
1970  church-population  ratio,”  said  TIST  WITNESS. 


Annie  Armstrong  at  work  in  the  Delta 

Home  missionary  Eddie  Jones,  standing,  traveled  the  back  roads  ot  the  Mississippi  Delta  to  discolrer  church  orosoects  Jones 
wito  has  been  in  Mississippi  since  1987,  asks  Southern  Baptists  to  pray  that  Victory  Temple  Baptist  Church  wh«e^ 
win  continue  to  grow  rapidly  In  leadership.  Jones  is  one  of  4,573  home  missionaries  serving  across  the  nation.  He  is  supported 
cooperaB^  by  Fkat  Baptist  Church  of  QreenvWe,  Miss.,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  and  the  Home  Mission  Board 

»»  Victory  -fomple,  and  led  that  church  to  begin  a  mission. 

(HMd  photo  oy  Mark  Sandlin) 

Great  Commission  pilot  project 
ups  growth  average  two  percent 

By  Fraak  Wm.  White 

NASHVILIE  (BP)  —  While  daarch-  Eaii  Waldrup,  a  contract  cooBultant 

es  throughout  the  Southern  Baptist  with  the  Sunday  School  division,  has 
Convention  averaged  2.2%  growth  in  led  U  churches  throi^  the  Great 
Sunday  School  cnroUment,  302  church-  Commissioa  Breakthrough  process 
ee  that  partlcirated  in  the  &eat  Com-  during  the  pilot  project 
raksion  Breakthrough  pilot  project  Tlie  process  is  different  for  each 
shewed  significant  gains  with  an  church,  Waldrup  said 

average  6.6%  growth  in  Sunday  School  “A  church  may  experience  <x  o^ksion  ai 

enrollment.  breakthrough  during  the  project  or  ^  n»*ndate 

M  start  down  the  road  toward 

Bas^  on  the  statutics  from  the  breakthrough.  Some  may  complete  “>8  to  be  mi 
^ntly  reported  1991  Uniform  the  process  and  be  riAtwhere^  practical  pro 
Ou^  Lattei;  the  average  increase  were”  Wkldrupsa 

forSmAhero^ptet(^ivcfani|mA5  “When  a  church  has  a  renewed  ed  with  the 
members  in  Sunday  SebooL  The  302  commitment  to  Christ . . .  changes  precedes  bn 
Great  OnmniHioncliwciMi  reported  fttwnAmaIntfaiaiipf  mtodsettoanat-  aroitedwith 
inereaaes  averaging  27  new  memhere  tMude  to  teach  people ...  then  they  White  wrla 


Broadman  releases  two 
new  “counselor”  modules 


will  be  interested  and  open  to  pro¬ 
gram  changes,”  he  explained. 

Waldngi,  who  wrote  the  cooeultanth 
manual  and  putorh  guide  for  the 
Ihe  process  k  different  for  each  pi^t  Commission  Bteaktteoughpro- 
‘  1  ject,  said  churches  must  have  a  sense 

“A  church  ‘  may  experience  “ksion  and  a^ee  thay  are  undra- 

h  Great  Com- 
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MOT  0N»  Of  THEM  FM.L4  TO  THE  fiROUND  ' 
UNnumOTOYOURMTHER-.  HAVE  NO 
ffARTHEN;  you  An  Of  AAOn  CONfKUENCS 
THAN  MANY 


Guy  Henderson 


The  hamed  pastor  sighed  deeply  as  ing  iamily.  cry  unto  thee  O  Lord!  Lord  hear  my 

he  replaced  the  phone  “Anottier  “I  fear  going.  I  won’t  know  what  to  voice”  (Pulm  130:1).  There  are  smne 
death,  anottwr  funeral;  that  will  say!”  “As  a  mother  comforts  her  deep  wells  of  support  out  there  Draw 
make  five  this  week.”  q  child,  so  will  I  comfcHT  you”  (Isaiah  oft^  drink  deeply. 

A  lady  speaking  to  an  insurance  66:13).  A  child  is  not  loolung  f(Mr  con-  The  church’s  ministry  is  to  seek  to 

agentsaid,  “If  hedies - It’S  not  If,’  versation,  but  presence  A  mother  smooth  out  the  pathway  rather  than 

but  ‘when.’  ”  gives  love,  tenderness,  touching,  and  add  ano^r  pitmll.  The  church  must 

Death  can  come  with  abnqitness,  the  greatest  comfort,  presence  This  be  the  channel  through  which  God’s 
and  the  event  is  non-negotiaUe  No  is  wwlh  mwe  than  a  set  of  en-  redemptive  work  continues.  It’s  the 
amount  of  knowledge,  finances,  or  cyclopedias  on  comfort.  arena  where  burdma  are  shar^  and 

smooth  rhetoric  can  get  you  out  ^  “Let  me  know  if  I  can  help,”  though  fear  is  defeat^.  It  is  also  the  temple 
reach  of  the  final  enemy.  “For  as  in  sincere,  will  seldom  bring  forth  a  re-  W  teaching  and  healing  that  stretch- 
Adam  all  die;”  thankfully,  that’s  on-  quest  for  your  help.  es  into  the  future  after  the  funeral, 

ly  the  beginning  of  the  verse.  “I  know  how  you  feel,”  is  hardly  the  Loneliness  is  to  be  anticipated. 'There 
“. . . .  Even  so  in  Christ  shall  ail  be  best  thing  to  say.  E^ch  relationship  is  is  a  hunger  and  desire  to  be  with 
made  alive”  (I  Cor.  15:22).  different.  Recountii^  the  most  recent  someone,  to  talk  with  an  uhderstan- 

Blessed  is  the  congregation  that  has  death  in  your  family  may  not  be  a  ding  person.  Ehnotional  suf^rt  is 
aplantominist«*tothegrid^-6tridcen  c(Hnf(Hling  word.  “It  coukf  have  been  needed  cm  birthday,  holidays,  and 
families.  Each  <rf  these  congregations  worse,”  “It  happens  to  all  (rf  us,”  “Be  anniversaries, 
needs  a  ta^  force  to  take  care  of  all  glad  your  children  are  grown,”  will  This  task  force  cannot  be  elected, 
tlw  details  plus  ministeriog  to  ttesiff-  hardly  meet  mourners’ needs  at  this  but  can  be  selectedi  Usually  the  right 
vivors.  Neither  the  pastor  nor  his  wife  time.  people  will  surface  because  of  their 

can  do  all  that  must  be  done  The  Sooner  or  later,  you  will  lose  some-  desire  to  minister  to  hurting  people 
church  famify  needs  to  be  involved  one  very  precious  to  you.  At  that  time  Is  it  a  meaningful  ministry  when  the 
and  really  wants  to  be  involved.  Some-  you  may  wonder  if  ai^body  is  really  dunch  hdps  the  (fivorced,  the  parents 
one  in  your  church  has  the  ^  to  lead  out  there  Does  anyone  really  care?  of  a  drug  addict,  the  femily  of  a  man 
this  task  force  in  making  calls.  Grief  is  not  a  bath  you  take  and  it’s  in  prison,  the  unemf^oyed,  and  the  list 
preparing  food,  taking  care  of  small  over.  Ifk  a  jotpney.  Grief  is  a  process  could  go  on?  This  “cup  of  water”  in 
children,  and  ministering  to  the  griev-  kA  rehabilitation.  “Out  of  the  depttis  I  Jesus’  name  does  not  go  unnoticed. 


H16  EYE  16  ON  THE  SRABROW.  AND  I  KNOW  HE  WATCHES  A^E 


A  Baptist  pilgrimage 


Mormon  video:  lesson  in  cult  evan: 


John  Paul  Jones,  director  of  was  built  witb-493,338  bricks,  and  had 
missions  fw  Mississippi  Association,  a  modern  kitchen  equipped  to  serve 
sure  that  our  materials  and  presenta-  of  the  program  for  the  250  persons. 

Lions  are  as  professional  and  attrac-  Mississippi  Baptist  (Centennial  Cot-  P.  I.  Lipsey,  editra*  of  the  Baptist 
Live  as  possible  vention’s  meeting  in  Natchez  in  1936.  Record,  was  there  along  with  J.  E. 

A  second  lesson  is  that  the  video  **  I®**?®**  H*®  convoition  as  a  historic  Byrd,  Sund^  SclMxri  secretary,  and 
zently  eases  the  viewer  into  the  sub-  Baptist  Pilgrimage  to  Natchez,  and  Auber  4,  Wild§,  ,BTU,  sepretary..l5qn‘. 
^t.  The  tape  starts  with  the  need  of  carried  pictures  of  the  burial  sites  of  day  School  Board  work  bemh  in’^ 
the  viewer  for  purpose  in  life.  There  Richard  Curtis  and  Ashlej'  Vaughn,  and  was  headquartered  in  west  Point, 
is  no  mention  ofthe  church  or  sp^ic  Curtis  was  instnunental  in  beginning  BYPU  began  in  1899  with  W.  E. 
Mormon  doctrines  until  near  the  end.  Baptist  church  in  Missisiqipi  Holcomb  as  its  leader. 

Near  the  beginning  the  young  speaker  ^  1791.  The  Womanh  Missionary  Union, 

says,  “I’m  not  trymg  so  much  to  con-  A  m^  was  included,  inviting  the  Miss  Fannie  Triiylor,  cwresponding 
vince  you  U  my  beliefs  as  to  share  convenaon  participants  to  come  via  secretary,  boast^  of  811  missionary 
with  you  what  I’ve  found,”  and  he  en-  Vicksburg  or  Hazlefaurst.  Frank  M.  societies,  265  YWAs,  673  GAs,  287  RA 
pnnrag<>c  Ujg  viewer  to  make  up  his  or  Purser  of  Oxford  was  convention  chapters,  and  464  Sunbeatn  bands, 
her  own  mind  Christians  would  do  president,  R  R  Gunter  as  correspon-  Tbtal  offerings  for  all  outside  causes 
weU  to  take  a  gentle  approach  to  our  s®cre^  (execuUre  di^tor),  amounted  to  $60.W  in  1935. 
evangelism,  woriungtteconvereation  ana  Bryan  Simmons  of  Elhsville  was  TW-State  Bus  Company  had  the 

naturally  around  to  the  subject  of  gs  «  lowest 

Christ  We  often  make  the  mistake  of  _  Natchez  ai^  ^t  C^h  ( W.j^  fait»  Jefferyi  Mihtory  Acadeiny 
talkins  about  salvation  before  we  have  Sulhvan,  pastor)  rolled  out  the  red  and  Ellizabeth  Female  Institute  would 

(or  the  Visito^rs,  The  ^meyOT. JS«^read  J^L. 
we  foive  to  say,  or  of  talking  about  our  Pr^bsderian,  Cathohe,  Episcopal,  Bi^kIs  Baptist  Rlptary  ot  roOte  fdr 
church  when  we  should^  talking  Mrs.^ry.  Jon«  was  Baptot 

about  our  Christ  ^  Baptists.  The  churches  paid  for  Bookstore  manager;  Karenza  Gilfoy 

Roffers  is  nastor  of  First  Cburcli  their ‘Advertisements”  in  the  booklet  was  superintendent  at  Baptist 
P«S^He  ^  o*  *•  ‘"I  t:nurcii.  reported  $39,1(»  of 

^  “washing,  greasing,  flats.”  Excelsior  diarity  work.  W.  (5.  Mize  was  at  the 

_ _ _  Laundry  advertised  as  “cleaners-  Baptist  (Hi>hanage  and  M.  P.  L.  Berry 

dryers-hatters”  while  171  Cabs  Ser-  was  president  of  Hillman  ChUe^ 
IM7  —  Mississippi  Baptists  entered  vice  proclaimed,  “We  never  sleep.”  They  offered  “unusual  advantages  in 
into  an  agreement  for  the  establish-  Marsh’s  Store  (rffered  ‘Aold  drinu,  piano,  voice,  expreaskm,  business,  and 
ment  of  the  IVi-State  Hospital  in  good  eats,  gas  and  oife,”  and  you  could  history  courses.” 

Memphis,  Tennessee.  stay  at  the  Chneord  Hotel  for  81  The  CCC  (avilian  CfonservatiOT 

without  bath  and  $1.50  with  bath.  Corp)  and  the  WA( Work  Project  Ad- 

-  Moreover,  you  were  invited  to  stay  at  ministration)  were  in  full  swing  in 

the  Lincoln’s  delux  tourist  court  en  1936  as  we  dug  ourselves  out  of  the 
Onne  route  at  Vicksburg.  Great  Depression.  The  Summer 

V./U|JO  (Churches  also  helped  to  get  the  Olympics  met  in  Berlin  and  Adolph 

centennial  booklet  {Hinted.  First  Hitler  watched  Jesse  Owens  win  his 
In  the  editor^  article  Fhb.  Jackson,  W.  A.  Hewitt,  pastor,  tropin.  Guns  of  World  War  II  wore 

20  “A  warm  Meeting  on  a  cold  even-  ca*Ti®d  a  picture  of  the  church’k  1927  soimding  in  Ethfopia  and  Spain  as  the 
ing,”  the  missionaries  attending  the  ^d>ng.  Its  cost  was  $514,000;  it  coo-  wwld  calitwated  itself  for  conflict. 
Evangelic  Lectures  at  Mississippi  *«»“«<*  rooms,  34  closets,  14  The  conventiOT  met  in  Pfailade^hia 
CfoU^  should  have  read,  in  {lart’ the  lavoratories,  536  electric  lamps,  three  in  1937  and  in  Meridian  in  1941.  Since 
Raymond  Kolbs  and  Byron  l£binB  of  drinking  fountains,  U  pianos  (eat  your  then  it  has  always  met  in  Jadtson. 
Brazil.  We  regret  the  oversight  **®®ri  out,  Larry),  120  steam  radiatora,  —  GH 


A  free  video  being  offered  in  TV 
commercials  by  the  Mormon  Church 
is  a  lesson  to  Christians  in 
evangelism. 

“Cto  Heavenly  Father  A- Plan”  is  a 
professionally  produced  28 1/2  minute 
videotape  currently  being  offered  in 
Mormon  television  commercials  by 
calling  a  toll-free  number. 

The  tape  is  filled  with  soft,  u{>lifting 
music,  and  beautiful  outdoor  scenery. 
A  youngjnan  talks  about  the  search 
for  {Minxise  in  life  as  the  viewer 
watches  all  kinds  of  (leople  in  a  wide 
variety  of  settings,  e^iecially  famite 
and  young  adults.  Fw  senior  adults 
ap()OTr  on  the  tape 

There  is  almost  nothing  in  the  first 
two-thirds  of  the  ta|)e  to  alert  a  Chris¬ 
tian  that  he  will  tiOTr  anti-Christian 
doctrines.  There  is  no  mention  of 
Jose{>h  Smith  or  Brig^m  Young. 
After  talking  about  his  discovery  that 
(fod  is  our  father  and  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  our  Savior,  the  young  man  on 
the  ta|)e  says  that  he  prayed  and  found 
assurance  that  this  was  true  TTiis  sec¬ 
tion  ends  with  music  and  a  view  of  a 
mountain  {>eak. 

Introduces  Morman  ideas 

The  last  section  quickly  introduces 
Mormon  ideas,  but  this  is  done 
carefully,  without  fully  explaining 
how  radically  different  the  concepts 
are  from  Christianity.  The  young 
speaker  says  that  the  Bible  was  given 
by  God  in  the  Middle  East,  and  God 
"also  loved  his  children  who  lived  on 
the  other  side  of  the  world  on  the 
American  continent,  and  s{)oke  to 
them  as  well  through  prophets  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon.” 

The  tape  goes  on  to  say  that  our 
Father  in  heaven  “sent  us  to  earth  to 
gain  (ihysical  bodies.”  and  Jesus 
makes  it  (xissible  to  return  to  heaven 
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First,  Clinton,  will  host 


“sfisi 

1  ^  F  r  "  Mississippi  Woman  s  Missionary  meal  reservations  after  March  ] 

^  Union  is  to  be  held  on  Mondav  and  The  Rihle  ahvtv  GiK^innc 
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Exec  Committee  recommends 
reallocation,  disputed  funds 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  A  realloca¬ 
tion  of  $300,000  in  disputed  funds,  held 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  Foundation, 
to  “convention  causes  as  the  Ex-' 
ecutive  Committee  deems  ap¬ 
propriate,”  will  be  recommended  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  In¬ 
dianapolis  in  June 

The  Elxecutive  Committee,  meeting 
Feb.  17-18,  voted  overwhelmingly  to 
approve  a  recommendation  that  the 
controversial  account,  claimed  by  the 
Baptist  J<mt  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  and  sought  by  the  SBC  Christian 
Life  (^(Miimission,  be  reallocated.  The 
deciaon,  a  voice  vote  without  audible 
dissent,  was  the  climax  of  months  (A 
study  by  the  Executive  Committee 
but  may  be  fought  by  the  BJCPA,  a 
Washington-based  religious  Uberty 
agency. 

“I  don’t  believe  the  Lord  leads  peo¬ 
ple  to  take  money  that  is  not  theirs,” 
Oliver  S.  Thomas,  BJCPA  legal 
counsel  told  Baptist  Press  after  the 
vote  Thomas  said  he  felt  the  decision 
by  the  Ebiecutive  Committee  was  in¬ 
consistent  with  the  SBC  action  in  1964 
setting  up  the  fund. 

However,  the  Executive  Committee 
also  will  ask  the  SBC  annual  meeting 
to  ‘^disclaim  apy  right  to  the  interest 
accumulated  on  these  funds  on 
deposit  and  request  that  the  Fbunda- 
tion  remit  all  accumulated  Interest  to 
the  BJCPA  as  soon  as  practicable”  As 
ot  Jan.  27, 1992,  the  accumulated  in¬ 
terest  was  $83,964.45.  The  BJCPA  had 
been  granted  the  interest  earned  on 


By  Herb  HoUinger 

the  funds  over  the  years  and  has 
drawn  $568,384  since  1968. 

Thomas  rejected  the  decision  as  a 
'possible  compromise  with  the  BJCPA 
getting  the  interest  but  not  the 
original  funds.  Asked  if  the  BJCPA 
would  pursue  legal  action  if  the  SBC 
approves  the  reconunendation  in 
June,  Th(»nas  would  say  only  that  he 
planned  to  report  to  the  BJCPA  board 
of  directors  who  ultimately  would 
make  any  decision  to  respond. 

The  funds  have  been  held  for  near¬ 
ly  four  decades  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foundation  —  which  sees  itself  as 
an  agent  in  the  matter  instead  of  a 
trustee  —  but  last  year  a  dispute 
enmM  between  the  CLC  and  the 
BJCPA  over  ownership  of  the  funds. 
The  BJCPA  requested  the  funds  last 
fall  with  the  intent  to  purchase  a 
building  in  Washington;  however,  the 
matter  had  by  then  been  refarred  to 
the  Ebcecutive  Committee  by  the 
foundation. 

A  special  committee  appointed  to 
research  the  matter  spent  hours  in 
closed  sessions  before  making  the 
recommendation. 

In  a  two-page  background  state¬ 
ment,  the  committee  cited  a  number 
of  reasons  for  their  decision:  critical 
differences  between  BJCPA  and  the 
SBC,  a  religious  liberty  assignment 
now  wi^  the  SBC  Christian  Life  Can- 
mission,  the  cessation  of  funding  for 
the  BJCPA  feom  the  SBC,  the  desire 
of  the  SBC  to  disassociate  itself  from 
the  BJCPA,  lack  of  a  valid  request 


fnan  the  BJCPA  fulfilling  the  original 
requirements  to  get  the  fun^  the 
money  was  neither  a  gift,  nor  contract 
to  the  BJCPA,  and  the  funds  have 
been  the  property  (rf  the  SBC  frmn  the 
original  deposit  at  the  foundation  in 
1966. 

In  additioi,  the  present  theological 
differences  between  the  SBC  and  the 
BJCPA  were  cited  which  would  make 
it  a  “breach  of  trust”  for  the  SBC  to 
give  the  funds  to  the  BJCPA,  “thereby 
assisting  the  BJCPA  in  (»t>moting 
religious  views  that  ate  not  shared  ^ 
the  SBC.” 

The  committee’s  statement  also 
said  giving  the  $300,000  capital  needs 
allocation  to  the  BJCPA  would  ‘dilute 
the  voice  of  the  SBC  on  matters  of 
religious  liberty.  Reallocating  the 
money  to  other  organizations  which 
share  the  SBC’s  the^ogical  ideologies 
would  strengthen  the  SBC’s  voice  on 
religious  lib^y  issues.”  The  other 
organizations  were  not  spelled  out  but 
tiiete  has  been  speculation  they  would 
include  the  Christian  Life 
Commissioa 

The  CLC  has  argued  the  funds  were 
original^  meant  for  the  SBC  Public 
Affairs  (Jommittee  which  has  since 
merged  with  the  CLC.  Part  of  the 
documentation  during  the  history  of 
the  funds  includes  references  to 
“public  affiurs  committee”  and  “j(^t 
committee  on  putdic  affairs.” 

HoUinger  is  director  of  BP. 


The  1992  annual  n^eeting  of 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missicmary 
Union  is  to  be  held  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  March 
16-17,  at  First 
Church,  Clinton. 
The  first  session 
willb^inat2pLm. 
onMon^yanathe 
evening  session  at 
7.  Tuesday  ses¬ 
sions  will  start  at 
9:30  a.m.  and 
again  at  1:30  p.m. 
Two  meals  have 
‘'**"**^  been  planned  fw 

the  event.  Monday  supper  will  be 
served  by  the  Mississii^i  Disaster 
Relief  feeding  unit  at  First  CTiurch, 
Clinton.  T\iesday  ^  lunch  will  be  serv¬ 
ed  in  the  Mississippi  (College  Col¬ 
iseum.  Reservations  for  both  meals 
must  be  made  through  the  WMU  of¬ 
fice  at  the  Mississipfx  Baptist  Clonvai- 
tino  Board.  The  cost  of  each  meal  is 


$5.00.  There  will  be  no  refunds  for 
meal  reservations  after  March  11. 

The  Bible  study  sessions  for  the  An¬ 
nual  Meeting  will  be  led  by  Mrs. 
COrolyn  Miller,  president  of  WMU  for 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Featured  musicians  will  be  Russell 
and  Melinda  Kyzar,  missionaries  to 
COsta  Rica,  and  Ma^  Simmons  front 
New  Orleans. 


Melinda  and  Russell  Kyzar 


Bible  reading  will  occur 
on  steps'  of  State  Capitol 

r^^ng  will  take  place  Sunday  afternoon,  March  1,  on  the  steps 
of  the  Mississippi  Capitol  in  Jackson. 

The  Scriptore  Mill  be  read  from  a  tour  BiWe  which  is  making  stops  all  over 

-  ***  advance  of  a  National  Convocation  on  the  Bible,  Arail  21-23. 

in  Nashville.  ^ 

Opmi^  renmrks  and  nra^r  will  be  led  at  12:15  pirn,  by  Keith  Wilkinson, 
HoiTBoard^  Sunday  School  Department  of  the  MississiK>i  Baptist  Convent 

Itraders  of  tlw  Bible  will  include  Lee  Bacon,  director  of  missions  for  New 
ClK^w  i^mtion;^nk  Pollard,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Jackson;  and 
Alvin  Hall,  pastor  of  Ebenezer  Church. 

A  g^p  of  chU^n  from  First  Church,  Jackson,  will  recite  from  memory 
U^favwte  Bible  vers«.  They  are  Cherish  Sensing,  Jonathan  Lee,  Mary 
Bipok  Allen,  Deborah  Thomas,  Davis  Jones,  and  Ben  Boteler. 

^  to  Governor  Kirk  Fordice  and  then  area  church- 

«  will  ^  Bi^  readings.  These  churches  include  First,  IteiTy ;  Paul  Trtiitt 
Mem^l  Pearl;  B^ay,  Jackson;  Morrison  Heights,  Clinton;  Pinelake, 
^’towood;  Broadmcm,  Jackson;  Briarwood  Drive;  Jackson; 
Alta  Woods,  Jackron;  First,  Madison;  First,  Brandon;  and  First,  Pearl. 

The  program  will  close  at  3  p.m.  with  Bible  reading  and  remarks  by  Bill 
Causey,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  MBCB. 

Transition  period  set  up 
for  Chapman-Bennett 


(BP)  —  A  six-month  transition  during  an  Executive  Committee 
period  for  the  incoming  and  retiring  wturk^tiup  session  Feb.  17.  The  FMB 
executive  officers  w^  approved  took  issue  with  new  CLC  re^xmsibUity 
the  Executive  Committee  Bennett,  67,  for  communicating  “with  represen- 
will  be  feted  at  a  number  of  receptions  tatives  of  governments  the  concerns 
bMdnning  with  the  annual  meeting  in  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Indianapolis  in  June.  for  . . .  religious  lib^y  throughout 

Harold  and  Phyllis  Bennett  will  the  world.” 
receive  all  expenses  paid  through  1996  According  to  the  FMB,  it  tradi- 
for  commitmmta  he  has  as  vice  presi-  tionaOy  has  represented  Southern 
dent  oi  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  ex-  Baptist  concerns  overseas.  But,  the 
NASHVILLE  (BP)  — The  Southern  ing  homosexual  practices  as  an  ecutive  Committee  expresses  “deep  fo*"  to*  couple  to  attend  SBC  CIC  responded,  many  religious  Uber- 

Baptist  Convention  Executive  Com-  ‘Alternate  lifestyle^’  and  compassionate  concern  for  these  meetings  throughout  their  ty  concerns  extend  beyond  U.S. 

mittee  squarely  positioned  itself  Members  of  Pullen  Manorial  voted  churches  (and  their)  departure  fnrni  Lincoln  Tbwn  Car  borders.  The  trustee  workgroup 

against  homosexuality  Feb.  18  and  Feb.  9  to  use  a  secret  mail  ballot  to  doctrine  and  theology  generally  held  automobile,  and  the  title  of  “President  amended  the  document  to  state  that 

against  two  North  Carolina  churches  decide  whether  to  sanction  a  “same-  by  Southern  Baptists  ... .”  Emeritus”  of  the  Executive  the  CLC  should  work  “in  consultation” 

weighing  measures  sympathetic  to  gender  union,”  or  marriage-like  (fommittee  membere  reived  “to  Committee  with  the  FMB  oi  overseas  concerns, 

homosexuality.  ceremony,  reouested  tw  one  of  the  pray  fervently  that  the  H<^  S^t  will  addition,  the  auditorium  in  the  Program  statement  revisions  also 

The  Elxecutive  Committee  adopted  church's  members  and  his  homosex-  aihnonish  and  enli^ten  these  church-  building  in  Nashville  will  be  were  approved  for  the  Executive 

a  resolution  singling  out  Pullen  ual  partner.  The  ballot  will  be  mailed  es  in  their  deliberations  ...  that  their  the  Harold  C.  Bennett  Committee  and  the  Woman’s  Mis- 

Memorial  Church  in  Raleigh  and  Olin  to  nearfr  800  church  members  and  the  members  will  have  sufficient  grace  to  Auditorium  with  appropriate  bronze  sionary  Union,  Auxiliary.  The  WMU 

T.  Binkl^  Memorial  Church  in  vote  will  be  announced  by  the  end  of  know  and  do  that  which  is  right  in  the  P^que  Bennett  will  receive  a  $22,000  had  rrauested  approval  of  the  revi- 

Chapel  Hill,  remind^  them  “God  February,  according  to  church  pastor  eyes  of  Almighty  God  ...”  retainer  for  three  months  following  sion,  almough  as  an  auxiliary,  was  not 

regards  homosexuality  as  a  gross  Mahan  Siler.  But  Executive  Committee  his  retirement,  through  Dec.  31, 1992,  required  to  do  so  Both  program  state- 

perversion  and  unquestioned  sin.”  The  ballot  also  will  ask  PuUen  members  also  wanted  something  ^  need  is  determined  by  (Mor-  ment  revisions  were  approved  for 
The  77-member  committee  also  in-  members  whether  diurch  member-  more  substantive  tten  a  resolution  ''is)  Cbapman.”  He  also  Mdll  receive  recommendation  to  the  Indianapolis 

itiated  efforts  to  recommend  to  the  ship  should  be  open  without  regard  to  against  homosexuality.  additional  retirement  benefits  allotted  annual  meeting. 

Southern  B^tist  Convention  Uiat  it  sexual  orientation.  _ They  .approved  a..motiQa  by  rr  in  toe  personnel  manual  of  the  Ex-  However,  the  WMU  revision  did 

aihend^ils  consfifudon  a'hd/or  bylaws  Olin  T.  Binkley  Memorial  Church,  Pinckney  ofVlrginia  instructing  their  '  * . brth^  a  umqtfe  request  from 

to  include  measures  against  any  meanwhile,  is  in  the  process  of  administrative  subcommittee  to  ^  convention  operating  budget  of  ecutive  Committee  member  E.  Gib- 

church  ‘Affirming,  approving,  or  en-  deciding  whether  to  license  a  develop  a  proposed  change  to  the  SBC  ^>2)1,070  for  1992-93  was  approved  to  bie  McMillan  of  Louisiana.  He  mov-‘ 

dorsing  in  aqy  way  the  active  practice  homosexual  member  of  the  church  to  constitution  and/or  tylaws  to  address  ^  recommended  to  the  SBC  in  In-  ed  that  the  WMU  be  invited  to  initiate 

of  homosexuality,”  accon^  to  one  the  gospel  ministry.  A  series  <rf  small  “the  possibility  of  some  churches  en-  toanapolis.  The  figure  is  a  4.67%  in-  legal  steps  to  become  an  agency  of  the 

proposal.- Such  acts  would  include  ot-  group  discussions  is  planned  prior  to  dorsing  homosexuality.”  crease  over  the  current  year^  budget.  SBC  instead  of  an  auxiliary.  Follow- 

daiifing  or  licensing  homosexuals  in-  an  April  5  meeting  to  decide  the  mat-  And  Executive  Committee  Concerns  regarding  the  CLC’s  ing  some  discussion,  his  motion  was 

to  the  ministry,  performing  marriage-  ter,  said  church  pastor  Linda  Jordan.  regions  liberty  assignment  were  _ 

like  ceremonies,  or  otherwise  affirm-  The  resolution  adopted  by  the  Ex-  (See  IIOI8f»l1fHgl  ITY  on  page  10)  ®toed  by  the  Fi^gn  Mission  Board  (See  BmMTT  on  page  10) 


Resolution  positions  committee 
squarely  against  homosexuality 

By  Art  Ibalslon 


FMB  elects  director  for 
Spanish  South  America 


RICimOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Bill  Goff,  work  of  ifbout  600  missionaries  in 
a  missionary  to  Venezuela  for  20  Sp«ni5th-Kn«iikin0  5;niith  «n 

years,  was  elected  area  director  for  area  including  (niile,  Colombia, 

I mission  work  in  EUsiador,  Bolivia,  Pmi,  Venouela, 
PH^HSpanUh  South  Argentina,  Paraguay,  and  Uruguay. 
r^j^HAmencaFbb  12by  B^inning  March  1,  be  will  woric  in  tbe 
S^^^ltrustees  of  the  boaird'a  Irame  office  in  Richmond  for 
^^^HForeign  Mission  a  year  before  moving  to  an  ovmseas 
^^^^■Board.  bi^  in  his  region. 

G<rff,  52,  is  Goff,  from  Widiita  Fails,  Texas, 

^^^■fessor  of  Christian  succeeds  Bryan  (Breezyl.Brasingtoo, 
^^^■ethics,  church  his-  who  retired  Dec.  31. 

^■^■tory,  and  missions  Goff  and  his  wife,  the  former 
at  the  Baptist  Theo-  Elmilee  Griffith  of  Abifene,  Texi^ 
Qoff  logical  Seminary  were  appointed  Southern  Baptist  mis- 

in  Los  Teques,  sionanes  to  Venezuela  in  1971.  In  ad- 
Venewla.  dition  to  teaching,  he  directed 

Until  recently  he  also  was  executive  Venezuelan  Baptists’  seminary  exten- 
secretary  of  Venezuelan  Baptists’  .sion  program  and  renamed  active  in 
board  of  missions  and  evangdism,  the  churdi  planting  and  evangelism, 
inissionary-sending  arm  (rf  the  Na-  He  has  beracnrector  of  Venezuelan 
tional  Baptist  Convention  of  Baptets’  student  work  fsngram  and 
Venezuela.  president  of  the  convention’s  strategy 

In  his  new  role,  Goff  will  direct  the'*  planning  committee 


North  Delta  receives  house  for  missionaries 

Feb.  1,  by  the  Baptist  >bung  Men  of  Oakhurst  Church,  pic¬ 
tured,  who  replaced  flooring,  installed  some  insulMion.  and 
began  various  other  jobs.  Further  work  days  will  be  schedul¬ 
ed  by  the  various  churches  in  all  four  of  the  associations 
invol^. 

“Also,  the  churches  will  be  ask^  to  contribute  furniture  and 
other  household  items  to  furnish  the  house,  and  we  anticipate 
having  it  complelely  ready  for  operation  by  the  end  of  the  sum¬ 
mer,'’  said  M.  C.  Johnson,  director  of  missions. 


Mrs.  Billie  H.  Sartin  of  Ctarksdale  has  donated  to  North  OeNa 
Association  a  large  house  in  the  town  of  Lyon  to  be  used  for 
furloughing  missionaries  or  ministers  “in  transition.’’ 

Operation  of  this  house,  and  the  renovations  which  need 
to  be  done,  will  be  urvler  direction  of  the  Mid-Delta  Ministerial 
Housing,  comprised  of  the  directors  of  missions  and  two  other 
eiected  committee  members  from  North  Delta,  Bolivar,  Parxila, 
and  lallahatchie  Associations. 

Work  on  the  house  will  be  done  by  volunteers  from  the 
associations  who  plan  work  days.  The  first  work  day  was  on 


Mississippi  natives  appointed 
by  Home '  Mission  Board 


Basic  virtues  necessary  in  ’90s, 
conference  participants  told 


Omarkhatt 

A’TLANTA  —  Mississippi  natives 
Beth  Allen,  Pat  (Cummings,  and  Daud 
Omarkhail  were  appointed  to  missk» 
service  by  the  Home  Mission  Board 
Janua^. 

A  native  of  Ethel,  Allen  a 
^duate  of  Mississippi  State  Univer-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen 
sity  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  She  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  She  wil] 
■^■^■H^HH-will  serve  as  direc-  serve  as  a  church  and  community 

tor  of  church  and  ministries  apprentice  in  Philadeiptiia. 
community  minis-  A  former  teacher;  (Cummings  was  a 
tries  for  Gulf  summer  missioaary  and  a  US-2  mis- 
Stream  Associa-  siooi^  in  Illinois.  Her  volunteer  scr- 
^^^^^^^^Htion  in  Fort  vice  includes  counseling  at  women’s  tegrity' 

Lauderdale,  Fla.  crisis  pregnai^  centers  and  working  of  FirsI 
Allen  has  been  a  as  a  youth  minister.  “Say 

summer  missioQ-  Omarkhail  will  serve  in  Falmouth  wfaatw 
ary  in  Ohio  and  a  where  he  will  be  a  dnirch  planter  ap-  >ses  n 

missionaiy  in  prentice  and  his  wife,  Jeanette,  wul  species 
Sooth  Carolina,  work  in  family  and  church  service  Hughes 
Cammiags  husband,  Omarkhail  is  a  graduate  of  “Sac 

’Ibdd,  is  a  mission  pastor  at  Coastal  Mississippi  (ToUege  ana  Golden  Gate  denomi 
Community  (%urch  in  Oakland  Park.  Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  Calif.  this  rui 

Fla.  A  former  youth  pastor,  Omarkhail  Hugti 

Cummings,  a  native  of  Maben,  is  a  served  as  a  summer  missionary  in 
graduate  erf  Blue  Mountain  (College  Bangladesh. 


By  Mark  Wingfield  and  Greg  Warner 

NASIWILLE,  Teim.  (ABP) -- Any  panelists  participating  in  the  con-  and  coaches  fall  victim  to  the  temp- 
emphasis  on  Chmtian  ethics  in  ^  ference  at  Immanuel  Church,  tation  to  trade  performance  for  cash, 
1990s  meet  begin  mth  reclaiming  Nashville,  Tom. 'Diis  was  the  first  na-  Bowden  said,  “We  will  not  bid  at 
salt-of-the-^rth  virti^,  par-  tional  conference  sponsored  by  the  Florida  State  University  ’’ 
Ucij^itom^f^tc^en^of^  Baptist  Center  for  Ethics  since  its  for-  Despite  well-pubUcized  scandals, 

*'*r*,*^<*  mation  last  year  by  Robert  Parham,  Bowden  estimated  only  10-12%  ofcol- 
'»'*»  left  the  staff  oifthe  Southern  Bap-  leges  break  NCAA  rufe  that  govern 
m^  of  the  the  narci^ism  of  the  tist  (Christian  Life  <3ommissioa.  coUege  athleto.  uko  other  coaches, 
f upwardly  mobile  About  300  people  from  17  states  Bowdm  said  he  is  frustrated  by  the 
sc^U^Uon  of^  8»,mMyofite  registered  at  the  conference,  with  the  number  and  complexity  of  NCAA 
ii  with  sal^f-the-earth  largest  numbers  coming  from  Ten-  rules.  “If  everybo^  would  obey  the 

nessee.  Kentucky,  and  Alabama.  rules,  we  would  only  need  10  of  than,” 

h  Conference  topics  included  genetic  ,  be  said.  “The  Ten  Commandments 

Ji,  wuiston-Saiem,  N.C.  engineering,  the  health-care  crisis,  would  do.” 
laWou  naean,  meaning  hunger,  the  education  crisis,  teenage  “Football  is  a  microcosm  of  socie- 
andkeqxngyourpm-  sex,  racism,  civil  reUgion,  and  a  ty,”  he  said.  “If  they’ve  got  crooks, 
too^  bec^e  «tmct  reading  by  author  Will  Campbell.  we’ve  got  crooks.”  He  stressed  the 
he  ethical  kingdom,  Parham  said  the  smorgasbord  ap-  importance  of  family  and  ethical 
~  D  »  proach  was  intended  to  attract  more  teaching  for  keeping  sports  clean. 

,»i  participants  and  “to  deal  with  a  varie-  Thomas  Corts,  presWrat  of  Sam- 

al  life  IS  no  exception  to  ty  of  issues  that  haven’t  been  dealt  ford  University  in  mnningham,  Ala., 
__ .  _  u  j  recently”  in  Baptist  circles.  said  giving  government  funds  to 
>  amoos  20  speakers  and  Sound  ethics  for  the ’90b  abo  must  private  and  church  schools  is  not  the 

■  include  sound  theology,  said  -Ehn-  answer  to  America’s  education 

manud  McCall  in  one  oTtwotiieme  in-  [woblem.  ^ 

terpr^tions.  McCaU,  former  long-  in  a  speech  on  the  state  of 
time  direct  of  l^ck  church  rela-  American  education,  Qirts  outlined  a 
tions  fw  the  SBC  Honw  Blission  list  of  challenges  faefog  schools.  EJven 
i*  pastor  of  (Kristian  Fellow-  public  schods  are  strangling  under 
ship  Baptist  Church  in  Atlanta.  regulations  that  come  with  govem- 
McCall  called  for  a  clear  presento-  ment  funding,  he  said, 
tion  of  ^pel  that  avoids  “syrupy  “Money  alone  is  not  the  answer,” 
sentimentahsm  and  the  preaching  of  Corts  said.  PubUc  schools  need  more 
a  ‘^mme  (Sod”  as  pres«ited  by  funds  “but  also  need  a  new  conviction 
television  evaiuelists.  about  teachers,  hiring  gifted  persons 

Further,  McCall  said,  Christians  and  giving  them  tools  and  power  to  do 


Michael  Clingenpeel  elected 
editor  of  Religious  Herald 


Since  1983,  di 
pastor  of  Fra 


TiiT»4«y,  l^el 
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Sunday  Care  reaches  out  to  inner 


city  children 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


and  Bible  study  for  adults,”  Hill  said 


_ _ j  to  begin  such  a  ministry  to  children. 

Jacl^n,  M  children  showed  up  for  “We  also  plan  to  have  Vacation  Bible  You  can  come  to  visit  Sunday  Care  in 

Sunday  Care  on  Hmds-Madison’s  School  this  summer.”  Jackson  and  use  our  pattern  here,  or 

Crestwood  Center  proi^rty.  Follow-up  includes  a  visit  in  the  we  will  come  to  you  and  teach  you 

SomeMy  had  cut  the  gas  off  the  home  of  each  child  who  makes  a  pro-  how  to  b^in.  The  only  thing  the  spon- 

^  fe^ion  of  faith.  If  the  Jackson  soring  church  must  do  is  promise  to 

Leadei^  worried  atXMit  the  uds  be-  children  do  not  have  a  church  of  their  keep  it  going  after  we  leave,  and  they 

u^  cold,  prepared  to  send  them  ■  own,  Pollard  baptizes  them  at  First  must  provide  a  person  to  preach  at 

homp.  Imtead,  they  crowded  into  a  B  j  Church.  Then  continued  training  and  worship  services  and  tlK  personnel  to 

small  cluiic  where  dentists  and  doc-  u  y.  instruction  is  given  to  each  of  the  keep  Sunday  Care  going.”  He  sug- 

tors  sometiines  do  voluntrer  work.  W  ,  :  4ii\v  ^  children  to  help  them  grow  in  the  gested  that  Sunday  Care  would  be  a 

worehip  senrire,  fit  Lord.  good  place  for  seminary  and/or  col- 

15  children  stood  wh«i  the  invitation  K  V  Volunteers  have  been  manning  this  lege  student  preachers  to  practice, 

was  given  for  them  to  take  Christ  as  \  r  (MXigram,  which  of  course  Hill  could  Other  helpers  could  be  college 

j  •  ..  4-  i  ^  ^  Malone,  students,  hi^  school  seniors,  mission 

^  Wednesday  i^t,  Feb.  5,  Fr^  Hi  ^  ^  youth  minister  at  Paricway  Church,  volunteers  -  or  anyone  who  loves 

Pollard,  pastor,  raptized  at  First  HR  %  ‘  K. '  ^  Jackson,  and  Brian  Lowe,  assistant  children. 

Church,  Jackson,  five  of  th^  black  .  JT  youth  minister,  and  a  group  of  young  m 

children  <rf  Jackson’s  inner  city,  three  Ar~  people  from  Parkway  and  Mississippi  j| 

from  one  family.  They  were  Jar^  %  ^  College  helped  for  two  months.  '  iB 

Gayton,  Monike  Clayton,  Temica  Volunteers  also  included  Joe  and  f  {■ 

Clayton,  Jermaine  Johnson,  and  |NP||H|[S||a|M  ^ ^  Charlotte  Matthews  and  Melvin  York.  I  !■ 

Detrick  Boyd.  Then  a  group  of  25  young  people  I  Ifl 

Sunday  Care,  ministry  of  the  \  under  direction  of  Cindy  Townsend  |  {■ 

Evangelism  Department,  Mississip-  ^  from  First  Church,  Jackson,  helped  |  fB 

pi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  was  through  FelMruary. 

^ite%l“w“^’h^fo?'n  y“2  ^  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson,  W'  ^  W 

diwt^^’ bus  rninfetry  at  Partway  when  Carlie  Hill  was  pastor  of  when  they  are  here,  we  can  teach  ^  ^tf]toZwviU^Ala*tas»om^  *  ^ 

Church,  Jackson,  arid  who  has  had  10  Cr^twood  Church  on  this  same  site  them  about  Jesus.”  ed  to  Bive  some  time  this  summer 

yeare  of  experience  m  ministry  to  the  in  1971-74,  the  house  where  he’s  Each  Sunday’s  activities  include  Now  m<^  voluntrers  are  much 
oe&i.  .  holding  Sunday  Care  was  then  the  Sunday  School,  a  break  for  recreation  needed.  Anyone  who  wants  to  help 

This  ministry  with  inner  city  home  of  the  assistant  pastor.  and  refreshment,  worship  and  sing-  may  contact  Hill  at  the  Evangelism 

children  has  been  a  long-time  dream  Last  summer,  teams  from  First  ing,  lunch  with  perhaps  pizza  or  hot  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
of  Bill  Causey,  Ifill  said.  'Hie  two  of  Church,  Jackson,  and  First  Chulth,  dogs,  play  time,  and  missionary  ac-  ve^on  Boanl,  Box  530,  Jackin,  MS 
them  worked  toother  while  Causey  Haleyville,  Ala.  renovated  the  house,  tivities.  liien  when  the  children  leave,  3^205  (phone  96&-3800).’ 

(now  executive  di^tor,  Mississippi  Before  October,  Luther  Tucker,  direc-  they  are  given  a  take-home  treat.  In  aLso  Hill  said,  “We  are  available  to 

Baptist  Convention  Board),  was  tor  of  Crestwood  Center,  and  Shari  summer,  this  might  be  popsicles,  ice  help,  and  would  like  to  go  anywhere 
pastor  at  Parkmy.  Barnes,  assistant  director,  had  cream,  snow  cones,  or  cold  drinks,  in  the  state  to  show  other  groups  how 

Purpose  ol  Sim^y  Care,  Hill  said,  already  begun  a  week-day  activity  for  Onthebeginningday  in  October,  80  . 

“is  to  teach,  witness  to,  and  instnKt  the  children,  showing  films  on  children  came;  since  then  the  atten-  ^1^.  i 

children  abwt  our  Loid  and  Savior  Wednesdays,  with  average  atten-  dancehasaveraged65a  week.  Since  m 

Jesus  Christ.”  Though  he  began  with  dance  of  25.  more  room  is  now  ne«led  for  the  wor-  ^  ■ 

urban  Jackson,  he  said  he  wants  to  Hours  for  Sunday  Care  are  from  10  ship  services.  Hill  said  a  chapel  is  to  V 

start  similar  ministries  across  the  a.m.  until  4  p.m.  The  key  to  the  sue-  be  created  from  a  garage  on  the  prt^  .  I 

state,  wherever  there  is  a  concentra-  cess  of  this  outreach.  Hill  said,  is  a  erty.  Though  Suntuy  C^re  is  planned  ^ 

tion  of  children  who  don’t  go  to  visitation  program  that  he  and  his  fw  first  through  sixth  graders,  some 

church.  This  might  be  at  a  housing  wife,  Oleta,  and  others  do  on  teens  have  begun  to  come,  and  also 

project,  trailer  court,  or  in  other  par-  Saturdays.  some  adults  have  rome  vdth  their  r 

tiodar  areas  of  towns  and/or  cities.  “Every  week  we  have  some  kind  of  children.  One  family  wiUi  seven 

Far  tte  JackMn  meeting  [dace,  promotion,”  he  said,  “like  cookies  children  has  been  coming,  including 

Hin^-Madison  Association  (J.  W.  and  chocolate  milk.  Children  the  parents.  ...  . 

Blister,  director  of  missions)  is  pro-  nowadays  are  interested  in  material  “We  would  like  to  have  mission  ac-  j 

viding  a  small  twoiedroom  house  things,  so  we  offer  something  like  this  tivities  for  the  children  during  Uie  jarred  Clayton.  Ibmica  Clayton,  and  Monike  Clayton,  brother  and  sisters,  were 

which  is  behind  its  Crestwood  Center,  to  make  them  want  to  come.  Then  week,  and  maybe  a  prayer  meeting  among  five  children  recently  baptized  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 


Detrick  Boyd,  just  baptized,  takes  a 
towel. 


announces 


By  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr. 

MARfEHTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Gting  ‘la  out  the  commission  of  our  Lord.'’  California  pastor  Jess  Moody,  run- 
broad  base  of  encouragement  from  He  stated  his  commitment  to  coo-  ning  on  a  ‘tentrist”  platform,  h^  said 
friends  across  the  counby,”  Marietta  tinuing  the  ‘^conservative  resurgence"  he  will  be  nominated  for  the  office 
pastor  Nelson  L.  Price,  a  Mississip-  within  the  SBC  and  to  a  process  of  From  1979  to  1990,  the  presidency  was 
plan,  announced  Feb.  21  he  would  enlarging  convention  involvement  fiercely  contested  SBC  mo^rates 
allow  himself  to  be  nominated  for  among  those  “with  whom  we  share  and  conservatives, 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  doctrinal  kinship  but  who  have  not  Moderate  leaden  have  said  thev  do 

^napartoftheconservativemove-  JSto“mS.ter“Sto 
Indianapolis.  ment.  Indiananolis 

Price,  pastor  of  Marietta’s  “I  am  unequivocaUv  an  inerran-  Pneeis^a  craduate  of  Southeastern 
8,00(>-member  Roswell  Street  Giurch  tist,”  he  said,  “who  believes  the  doc-  t^nuisiana  ^iiniversitv  andw^ 

for  26  years,  currenUy  is  the  conven-  trines  of  bibUcal  inerrancy  and  Orleans  Seminary  He  is  the  author  of 
tion^  firet  vice  president.  He  also  Christology  are  inter  related.  If  you  «e  is  the  author  of 

served  terms  as  president  of  the  deny  one,  you  debase  the  other.  Iner- 

Geoiisi*  Baptist  Convention  from  rancy  is  foundational,  but  the  ultimate  Mohler  is  editor,  CHRISTIAN 
1962-1963  and  was  president  of  the  SBC  issue  is  the  person  of  (Christ.”  INDEX,  Georgia. 

Pastor^  Conference  in  1987.  - 

Ih«frepered8tatement,Price8aid,  HOME  MISSIONS  VOLUNTEERS  IJP  IN  IMI,  BUT  SHORTAGE 
“Since  June  of  last  year,  persons  have  PREDICTED:  ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  number  of  volunteers  for  home  mis- 
encouraged  this  announcement.”  He  projects  increased  in  1991,  but  cootlinators  say  a  bad  economy  may  keep 

said  his  decision  to  allow  his  nomina-  many  volunteers  at  home  this  y^r.  “We’ve  got  missionaries  who  are  about 
tion  “is  a  consequence  of  grass  roots  st  the  point  of  panic,”  said  Valerie  Hardy,  a  Home  Mission  Board  volunteer 
requests  and  comes  after  much  coordinator.  Fewer  youth  groups  are  volunteering  for  Home  Mission  Board 
prayer.”  proiects  this  year,  meaning  more  missionaries  will  not  get  enough  staff  for 

Price  said  his  leadership  style,  ex-  such  summer  projects  as  Vacation  Bible  Schools  and  Backyard  Bible  Chibs, 
Robert  Self,  pastor  of  Rrst  (^urch,  Brookhaven  (center)  presents  a  check  fa  perience,  and  theological  com-  she  said.  The  Home  Mission  Board  counted  moe  than  69,600  volunteers  in 
$131,96&20  to  Mtarjsan  Patterson,  state  WMU  cHiector,  and  WlUiam  Maxwell,  director  mitments  could  allw  him  to  ‘tot^ieal  tMl,  up  9.4%  from  the  63,600  in  1990,  according  to  a  report  from  the  board’k 
of  accounting  and  personnel  services.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  This  the  body,  heal  wounds,  and  allow  the  volunteer  division.  Ysuth  groups  showed  the  largest  increase  in  199L  jvmp- 
was  the  largest  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  ever  received  fa  First  Church.  conventim  to  concentrate  on  carrying  uig  from  22,000  in  1990  to  30,5()0  in  1991,  the  report  states. 


First  Church,  Brookhaven,  sets 
recoreJ  for  Lottie  Moon  offering 


Most  Americans 
believe  only  Jesus 
offers  eternal  life 


Board  adopts 


4-point 


By  tarali  Zimmermaa 
ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Bloat  Aomicans 
belia«  that  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
only  assurance  of  eternal  life,  accor¬ 
ding  to  research  by  the  Princeton 
Rel^on  Research  Center. 

In  telefilioae  surveys  of  LOGS  adults, 
59%  agim  penonal  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  only  assurance  of  eter¬ 
nal  life.  Seventeen  percent  said 
"agreed  somewhat”  with  that 
statement 

Regional  difiierences  were  evident 
in  the  shKfe.  In  the  Sooth,  75%  of  peo- 
quesnoned  said  tfaiiqr  bdfeved 

^ _ _ _ _ _ ,  Jesus  is  the  only  way  to  eternal  life. 

Souiiam  Dsplist  Sunday  Bosrt’s  Discipisship  Inthe  West  only  49%  agreed  with  that 
Am  Owisman)  claim. 

In  another  telepbone  survey  of  t012 

n  Seville,  Spam 


Youth  Week:  March  8-15 


m:  ^  all  or  most  of  todays  probfems.  The 

1  ■  1  /*  1  1  majority  of  peoptewhocxpressed  con- 

send  urgent  plea  tor  help 

Twenty-two  peieent  of  the  people 

SEVIU£,  SPAIN  —  Like  stated:  ‘Hlns  church  can  be  a  tienaen-  questioned  said  religioo  is  old- 

Hcfcenusiiand  fte  Israelites,  Spaniah  dous  witness  to  the  community.  It  is  feshioned  and  out  of  date  while  19% 

Ba|]tist  paster  Bentien  Gomez  and  ttw  ideally  located  and  will  be  a  beautiful  said  they  were  idccided. 
members  sf  the  Seville  Baptist  biakfing.  But  unfess  the  argent  labow  ZhaiaMnnaB  writes  ter  HMB. 

Oth  are  working  against  the  dock,  needs  are  met,  they  stand  a  chance  of 

At  stahe:  the  property  on  winch  their  be^  fined  to  the  extent  of  not  having 

new  daanch  buihfing  stands,  amd  their  funds  to  complete  the  project." 

inaUatinii  in  the  community.  Langford  and  te  wife,  who  own  their  AITA  r*a11s  IVkV* 

When  the  city  of  Seville  was  chosen  own  contracting  business  in  Fbley,  xxss 

astfaesheiorlheBaaBmationaimiiiSii-  worked  with  a  team  of  seven 

tkn  EXPO  V.lfaedty  leaden  oAred  vohmtoers  for  two  weeks.  They  and  *  l  s  £11  uig 

the  Seville  Buitist  Church  a  choice  another  volunteer  fiem  the  team,  see-  mnmrk  me-,,,  _ 

the  nprning  of  the  Fhir  in  April  The  building  project  requires  ex- 

perieiiced  bncUavers,  plumbers,  be  fired  aM  tte  sbM.  own,  y- 

jecthss oat inct with iniectio^  electricians,  tile  Uyers,  and 

ramtractionisbeiiiid^^^Tlie  workers.  Meals  and  housiim  are  Association  (^).  The  AFA  call^ 
apartmente  rented  to  house  available  at  a  per  diem  rate  of  $23.  NEA 

voinntoers  are  standing  empty.  Persons  interested  in  going  to  Seville  f****^?^,^**^  been  gii^  in  support  of 

s:sr.ms> 

*»«"«*  iwniairi|iilrtl  riimuir  Bok67G7  that  the  federal  fUnrfing  or  two  books, 

RMtooml  VA  S3!30  9iit.aiy  MdU.Sn  AOs.  Jlioiild 

bddtn.  Pb«e:  <m>  jsMia  Ha; 


Mission  volunteer  dies 


I  knew  that  I  wanted  wbattbty  J25  COUlltneS 
Shewentontoreoeivetfaebocheior 

af  arte  degree  from  SamfordUnIver-  RICHliOND,  \h.  —  Southern  Bap- 
aity  in  Bimungham,  Ala.,  in  Ml.  A  fist  foreign  mtesimisilri  aow  work  in 
■WM'iui.  she  payed  gitar  and  srrote  i2lcouDhrtaB.MUTO«riagthempinthe 
....  Foreign  Mteaion  Boards  gaal  of  plac- 

IK  MB  if  tbeir  dBughter  wbb  a  im  minloMiiaB  ia  125  couDtrics  by 
Rom  admitted.  But  if  he  the  year  Mk  The  board  advanced  its 
couM  ton  the  dock  back,  he  said  he  country  total  whan  it  raappointed  mis 
tete^fettogeoveraeasagaia.  T  sionartea  Michaal  and  Ijim  Hutohin 
wi^  M  her  ves.  Go.  She  was  guid-  sou  to  the  smat  Afrricaa  oafion  of 
ed  tqr  the  Lord  and  anybody  who  in-  Guinea-Blmau.  HulchiBsoo  ia  from 
terferedwo^  be  wrong  and  would  Mobite  Ala.,  and  lirs  Hutehinson  is 
camthatshame  fromMehuMa.  Item.  Ike  board  also 

"iwrek  no  shame  in  what  haa  hap-  added  Bulgaria  aud  Romania  to  its 
po^  teaeh  only  rhame  in  dying  count,  but  rauwved  Guana  and  the 
wUhaut  knawiiv  our  Lard.”  ItekaaudCaloHhlaBdhiBttteCarib- 

-  al  aervkes  were  planaed  for  bean.  The  board  traanfaned  Guam  to 
wh.  M  at  her  home  churdi.  Calvary  the  Houw  hUteteu  BaanL  Saulhem 
Oterch  ia  Qearwatec  BaptMmMMHteaaalQMvliveoo 

®®*ella  vfvltes  ter  mh.  the  Iterka  md  Caleaa. 


Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Luella  Thompson  retires 
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Luella  llioinpson 

Another  of  my  Baptist  Building 
friends  is  retiring  this  month,  and 
she’9  to  be  honored  at  a  reception  on 
Friday,  F)eb.  28.  That^  Luella  Thomp¬ 
son,  b^an  work  for  die  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  on  Dec.  2, 1985,  succeeding 
Beaulah  Bester  as  custodian. 

Her  husband,  Leonard,  I  had  known 
well  and  appreciated  very  much  dur¬ 
ing  the  22  )^rs  he  was  ah  employee 
of  MBCB.  Mfore  his  retirement,  one 
of  his  responsibilities  was  to  deliver 
Baptist  Record  copy  to  our  printer. 

“I’m  excited,’’  Luella  said.  “At  Hrst 
I  thou^t  I  would  be  kmesone,  but  I’m 
ready  now.  FHrst,  I’ll  clean  house  and 
get  organized.’’ 

No  telling  how  many  social  events 
she  has  helped  to  prepare  for  at  the 
Baptist  Building  —  and  to  clean  up 
aftor!  “I  drink  a  little  coHee,’’  shesaid 

—  “but  not  nearly  as  much  as  some 
peo^e’’  Every  day  in  her  job  she  has 
made  at  least  16  pots  of  it. 

Now  she  can  be  home  during  those 
beautiful  Mississippi  spring  days 
when  she  wants  to  ^  out  her  fishi^ 
pole.  Her  co-workei;  Biary  Elverett, 
she  said,  taught  her  to  enjoy  fishing. 
“Mostly  bass  —  anything  I  can  eat.’’ 
The  biggest  one  she  ever  caught  was 
a  white  perch.  “But  it  got  away.  Mary 
was  there,  and  she  saw  it  It  really  was 
big!” 

Her  flower  and  vegetable  gardens 
will  get  lots  more  attention,  toa  “I  love 
to  eat  vegetables  from  my  garden  in 
suminei;”  she  said.  Her  other  bvorite 
foods  are  pork  dKq)s,  and  of  course 
fish.  No  matter  what  she’ll  be  doing, 
her  Chow  dog.  Dark  Shadow,  will  be 
there  to  take  good  care  of  her. 

One  of  three  children,  she  was  bom 
Luella  Lambert  on  Aug.  20,  1927  in 
Madison  County  near  Cantoa  Neither 
her  sister  m  iHDther  is  now  living. 
After  she  was  graduated  from 
Cameron  St.  High  School,  she  work¬ 
ed  for  Swift  P(^try  Company  and 
then  did  laundry  work  from  1954  un¬ 
til  she  began  work  at  the  Baptist 
Building. 

She  and  Leonard  have  five  children 

—  two  girls  and  a  three  boys.  Of  six 


Nominations  sought  for  president 
at  Southeastern  Seminary 


Southeastern  Seminary  is  formally 
seeking  nominations  for  the  office  of 
presideiit.  Iriistees  also  invite  com¬ 
ments  from  interested  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  relative  to  the  development  of  a 
presidential  profile 
Roger  ESteworth,  current  board 
chair;  will  bead  the  search  committee 
The  Administrative  Manual  of  the 
seminary  calls  tgxm  the  executive 
committee  of  the  trustees  to  serve  as 
the  Presidential  Search  Conunittee  at 
the  time  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  president.  The  manual  also 
calls  for  the  convening  of  an  Advisory 


Letters  to  the  editor 


grandchildren,  the  oldest  grand¬ 
daughter,  Karen,  is  in  her  thiJ^  year 
at  Ibugaloo  Cdlege 

It  was  during  a  revival  meeting 
when  she  was  20  that  Luella  met 
Leonard,  who  was  a  friend  of  her 
sister’s  boy  friend.  Two  years  later,  in 
1947,  they  married. 

At  age  14,  she  had  been  converted 
and  baptized  at  Pleasant  Gift  Church. 
“I  had  been  seeking  for  a  while,”  she. 
said.  “When  He  came  into  my  Me,  it 
made  a  change  in  my  life  I  continue 
to  trust  Him  as  true  and  living  God.” 

Now  she  and  Leonard  are  members 
of  Greater  Ross  Chapel,  where  she 
teaches  an  intermediate  Sunday 
School  class,  is  chairman  Of  the  ihx>- 
grams  committee,  and  is  president  oi 
the  seiior  choir.  ‘T  like  to  sing  in  the 
choir,”  she  said,  “but  not  by  myself  I  ” 
She  loves  all  music,  inclumng  gospel 
and  country.  Her  favorite  hymn  is 
“How  Great  Thou  Art.” 

At  a  recent  women’s  meeting,  she 
gave  a  talk  about  love,  concerning 
Mary,  Martha,  and  Jesus  and  the  love 
they  tod  for  each  other,  which  is  her 
favcMite  Bible  story.  Her  favorite 
verse,  John  3:16,  also  centns  on  love. 

Most  memorable  answers  to  pra^ 
that  she  recalls  are  those  concermng 
the  health  of  her  daughter  and  her 
husband.  “They  are  mirades,  because 
of  all  the  illn^  and  surgeries  they 
have  been  through,”  she  said.  “I  pray 
every  day  fcH*  all  I  need.  Sometimes 
he  says  no.  If  you  don’t  get  what  you 
want.  He  gives  you  the  strength  to 
understand.  His  will  is  gomia  be  done 
My  pastor,  Willie  Brown  Jr.,  used  to 
say,  When  it  comes  to  doing  God’S 
will,  talk  is  cheap’  ” 

Leonard  has  been  in  hospital  again 
during  the  past  few  weeks,  but  is 
home  now  a^  doing  well.  His  being 
ill  again,  she  said,  was  tough.  But  the 
tough  times,  she  observes,  “all  pass 
over.” 

Probably  the  saddest  and  roughest 
time  of  her  whde  life,  she  ranenmers, 
was  “when  my  mama  died.  I  was 
about  to  get  married.  She  wasn’t  evm 
40  yet.  I  was  so  lonely;  it  was  really 
hard.” 

The  best  time  of  her  life?  “Now.  As 
as  you  feel  good  and  can  pay  your 
ImIIs,  that's  a  pretty  good  time,  isn’t  it? 

“I  trust  God  to  tato  cafe  of  me  (No 
people  sure  will! )  I  try  not  to  worry 
about  too  much.” 

Her  friendliness,  helpfulness,  good 
sense  of  humor,  her  cheerfulness,  and 
her  dedication  to  the  Lord  are  only 
some  of  the  good  qualities  we  have 
seen  daily  in  She  is  a  living  exam¬ 
ple  of  Christianity  in  action. 

Best  wishes,  Luella,  as  you  open  a 
new  chapter. 


Clarks  College  plans 
reunion 

Editor: 

We  are  attempting  to  plan  a  reunion 
of  former  Clarke  (hllege  students.  If 
you  attended  coU^  diving  1959, 1960, 
(v  1961,  we  would  like  to  knw  your  ad¬ 
dress.  We  have  tod  one  meeting  and 
were  able  to  secure  some  addr^ses. 
We  are  very  interested  in  having  a 
large  turnout  for  this  gathering. 

Fhr  more  informatiiMi  contact  An¬ 
nie  Laurie  Fleming  Thornton,  138  St. 
Augustine  Drive,  Madison,  MS  39110. 


Tribute  to  Moody 

Elditor: 

The  Jan.  30  issue  of  the  Baptist 
Record  gave  the  ftcount  of  the  drath 
(rf  Dale  Moody,  well  known  Southern 
Baptist  teach^,  preacbei;  tbedogian. 
I  want  to  write  a  word  of  tribute  to  this 
one  whom  I  regarded  as  a  great  Chris¬ 
tian  servant.  There  are  many  who 
knew  him  much  better  than  I,  but  I 
doubt  if  many  respected  hun  any 


more  tor  his  scholarship  and  pitrfound 
biblical  knowledge  and  insights.  At 
one  time  he  was  an  extremdy  populiu- 
conference  speaker  and  seminar 
leadei;  frequently  used  in  Mississi{q)i. 

Moody  expres^  a  few  interpreta¬ 
tions  of  Scripture  which  some  people 
found  controversial  and  to  which  some 
strongly  objected.  For  my  own  part  I 
found  ttot  if  I  listened  to  Moody  long 
enough  and  read  his  writings  careful¬ 
ly  enough,  I  usually  tod  to  agree  with 
him. 

There  is  one  tlung  you  can  be  sure 
of:  he  based  his  inter^vetations  on  a 
very  keen  knowledge  of  God’s  Word  in 
the  original  language,  and  iqmn  exten¬ 
sive  studies  in  the  9%at  theological 
libraries  of  the  world  It  seoned  to  me 
he  tod  read  everything. 

Among  his  numerous  books  and  ar¬ 
ticles  I  am  especially  grateful  for  his 
conunentafy  on  the  b^  of  Romans 
in  the  Broadman  Bible  (Commentary. 
He  autographed  a  copy  perstmally  for 
me  I  tod  an  opportunity  once  to  talk 
with  him  at  length  abwt  this  work 
and  particularly  about  the  part  deal¬ 
ing  with  election.  How  many  of  us 
want  to  write  a  theological  treatise  on 


election  and  predestination? 

Many  of  us  will  miss  hearing 
Moody’s  energetic  preaching  and 
teaching  of  God’s  Word,  but  we  will 
continue  to  benefit  from  the  rich 
legacy  of  his  writings. 

J.  C.  Mitchell 
(Columbus 

Help  needed  in 
New  England 

ECdiUH:: 

I  am  writing  to  you  in  hopes  ttot 
you  can  do  something  to  help  our  mis¬ 
sions  effort  in  New  England.  We  are 
a  small  struggling  church  in  a  dif¬ 
ficult  area.  We  began  in  1986  as  HMB 
church  planter  apprentices.  I  wmild 
like  to  appeal  to  persons  in  your  state 
who  feel  led  to  get  more  involved  in 
missions: 

Person(s)  needed  to  serve  alongside 
missionary  family.  Must  be  willing  to 
have  secular  employment  for  support. 
Must  share  a  vision  for  starting  a  cell 
group  church.  For  information  packet 
write  to  Calvary  Baptist  (Church,  P.  O. 
Box  45,  Keene,  NH  03431. 


Edgar  Jackson 
Pastor 


Greater  Gulf  Coast 
Bible  Conference 

A 

Pass  Road  Baptist 
Church 
Quifportp  MS 

March  8  -  12,  1992 

4  services  daily 


Bobby  McClellan 
Minister/music 


10  a.m. 

11  a.m. 


6  p.m. 

7  p.m. 


Jack  Ibylor 


Nursery  provided  ail  services 
Reservations: 

Shoney’s  Inn,  Hwy  49  Airport 
(601)  868-8500 

Worth  Motor  Lodge,  E.  Beach,  Gulfport 
(601)  896-3641 

When  making  reservations,  please 
identify  yourself  with  the  Bible 
Conference  in  order  to  receive  the 
special  rate. 


Paul  &  Billie  Kaye 
Teika 


Herb  Hodges 


Jim  Hill 


Thsk  Force  and  for  a  series  of  forums 
with  various  constituencies. 

-  ‘ThisteeB  are  truly  Open  to  hearing 
from  as  many  people  as  we  can  in  this 
matter,”  EUsworth  said.  “No  decision 
has  been  made  on  aqy  particular 
canoidate,  and  we  want  to  do  all  that 
we  can  to  find  (Sod’s  candidate  for  the 
job.” 

Ellsworth  asks  ttot  nominations  be 
sent  directly  to  him  at  516  N.  Main, 
Benton,  Illinois  62812.  Mail  received  at 
the  seminary  addressed  to  the 
Presidential  Search  Committee  will 
be  forwarded  unopened  to  EUbwortfa. 


Doug  White 


Gerald  &  Cindy 
Simmons 
Staff  evangaiists 


The  BaHt^iera 
Music  evangelists 


Plus  a  dynamic  line  up  of  other  Bible  Conference  apeakera 

206  Pass  Road.  Gulfport,  MS  39507  (601)  863-l'697 


Just  for  the  Record 
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I  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  invites 
!  student  nurses  to  March  event 


Groundbreaking  caremonlea  were  recently  held  at 
Evansville  Church,  Tate  County,  lor  a  new  auditorium  which 
will  seat  about  300  people.  The  building  committee,  pictured, 
left  to  right,  are  Jimmie  Still,  Johnnie  Hawkins,  John  Turley, 
C.  H.  Dye,  Doris  Knight,  and  Bernette  Fielder,  pastor.  A  choir 
room  and  a  new  pastor's  office  will  be  included.  The  old  sanc¬ 
tuary  will  be  renovated  into  Sunday  School  rooms,  the  church 
secretary's  office,  fellowship  hall,  and  kitchen.  James  Hugh 
Powell  is  the  music  director  and  Les  Mason  is  the  minister  of 
youth. 


Graham  Hales,  chaplain  at  Forrest 
General  Medical  Center;  Kaye 

Mississippi  College;  and  PaulJones, 
executive  diector,  Christian  Action 
f^oininission,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

f  The  topics  to  be  discussed  are  a 

P  •.  nurse’s  spiritual  development,  oppor- 

tunities  ftH*  medical  missions  involve- 
Wilson  Jones  ment,  and  issues  and  answers  for 

Baptist  Student  Uniob  at  the  Christian  nurses  in  the  ’90s. 

University  <rf  Southern  Mississippi  in  The  deadline  for  registration  is 
Hattiesbtuv  will  host  student  nurses  March  17.  A  registration  fee  of  $2.00  are 
from  south  Mississippi  when  the  Bap-  per  person  sho^d  be  mailed  to  BNF 
tist  Nursing  Fellowship  and  WMU  Student  Nurse  Ehmnt,  WMU,  P.  0.  Box 
sponsors  the  BNF  Student  Nurse  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  Make  checks 
Event  on  March  19  from  2  pm.  until  payable  to  Woman’s  Missionary 
8  pm.  Union,  the  sponsoring  or^nizations 

Program  personnel  will  include  of  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship. 


C  Enon  Church  (Winston)  First  Church,  Aberd^n  will  have 
O  -  ,  '  dedication  services  for  its  family  life 

to  celebrate  150th  center-education  complex  on  March 

IP-  n  *•  I  ro.  1.  Ilf  I  15.  Homecoming  swices  will  be  hdd 

at  “  a  m.  Scation  services  will 
begin  following  dinner  in  the  gym- 
A  celebration  will  take  Dlace  at  the  "asium.  The  theme  will  be  “A 

tion  is  extended  to  all  former  pastors 
and  their  families  and  former  music 

directore  and  their  families.  New  Hope  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non- 

IVaditionally,  the  seccMid  Sunday  in  [xoflt  community  based  organization, 
May  has  been  homecoming  or  which  provides  alcohol  and  drug 
gQPg  Memorial  Day.  This  has  been  chang-  abuse  rehabilitation  services  will 
ed  to  June  7  for  a  joint  service,  ses-  celebrate  its  10th  anniversary  with  a 
quicentennial  and  homeciMning.  Mark  workshop  on  “Drugs,  AIDS  and 
Shaw  is  pastor  and  Reggie  Lovom  is  Gan^’’  9  a.m.  to  1  pm.  at  516  North 
music  diiwtor.  Mill  Street  on  March  14.  For  more  in¬ 

formation,  call  353-0502. 


The  state  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  is  sponsoring  two  GA  days  dur¬ 
ing  March.  On  filai^  14,  GA  Day  will 
be  held  at  Ceifd^l  Hills  Baptist 
Retreat  The  theme  will  be  “From  All 
the  World’’  from  the  Sandi  Patti  i 
of  the  same  title  Elach  session 
teach  a  portitm  of  the  theme  song  in 
sign  language  All  will  come  toge&er 
in  the  closing  session  to  p^orm  in 
sign  and  song. 

Four,  sessions  will  include  music, 
drama  and  mime,  clowning  and  pup 
places  of  service  were  Good  Hope  pets,  and  misskHiary.  Elach  session 
Church  in  Purvis  and  interim  pastor  will  portray  how  to  share  an  aspect  of  T  or>Vk  ac 

at  Oakland  Grove  Church  in  Laurel.  God’s  character  to  all  the  worid.  “  ^ 

Voss  is  now  serving  as  legal  The  Central  Hills  GA  Day  will  b^  X*  £> 

coun^l  with  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  at  10  a.m.  and  close  at  3  pm.  The  cost  COllICrCllCC  lOF 
vention  Board  and  the  Baptist  will  be  $2.00 for  insurance  and  a  drink.  ,  ,  .  , 

Medical  Center  in  Jackson.  The  GAs  are  asked  to  bring  a  sack  VYllTUCt'^T'C  TATI'V^G 

lunch.  ReservaUons  for  Central  Hills  S5  W  X  V 

GA  Day  must  be  made  through  the 

WMU  ofRce,  P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  “Call  to  Joy,’’  a  celebration  for 
39205.  ministers’  wives,  will  be  held  Aug. 

Myrou  Burris  has  rw»ntly  been  Camp  Garaywa  will  hostGA  Day  on  13-15  in  Birmingham.  Elsther  Bur- 
ralfod  as  nunister  of  miuic  at  Mardl  28  from  lO  a.m.  untQ  3  pm!  The  roughs,  noted  author  and  speaker  on 

Parkway  Church,  Natchw.  He  la  a  theme  of  this  GA  Day  will  be  “Hopes  women  and  evangelism,  will  be  the 

nauveof  Mmdian,  Set  High,”  from  the  song  made  featured  speaker.  Individual  registra- 

and  a  ^crat  pmxilar  by  Amy  Grant.  Elach  session  tion  is  $75  per  person  ($70  if  registered 


Staff  changes 


Oral  Church,  Sumrall,  will  have  a 
fish  and  chicken  supper,  Feb.  29, 
5  pm.,  to  raise  money  for  its  building 
fund  on  the  auditorium  and  education 
building.  Th^  price  will  be  $5  for 
adults  and  $2.50  for  children  (12  and 
under).  B.  J.  Barrett  is  pastor. 


FOR  SALE:  1M7  SUver  Eagle, 
46-passeRger  bus.  Overhauled 
en^e  —  2S,N8  miles.  First  Bap- 
ttot  Church,  P.  O.  Box  7^  Ybxoo(> 
ty,  MS  39IM.  (Ml)  748-2471. 


Providence  Church,  Hattieshurg, 
has  called  Daniel  Lee  as  minister  of 
music  and  vouth,  effective  Fhb.  2.  His 
previous  place  of  service  was  First 
CTiurch,  Sumrall.  He  received  his 
education  at  University  of  Southern 
MississipiH. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  planL  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  188,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(801)  693-4451. 


Burris 


For  $25  see  the  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Coimtry 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  12-180, 
in  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  Alr- 
cooditiooed  loagiag,  swimming.  $9 
tickets,  cheeseburger  cookout, 
dessert  and  breakfan  —  all  includ¬ 
ed!  CaU  501/253-8418  today! 


Legislative  Alert 


J.  Brent  I 
Associate 


il  (Counsel 
nmittee 


Baptist 


Fronary  uL 
How  wotdd' 


^you  like  for  your  church  to  be  forced  to  give  the  IRS  your  name. 
Social  Security  omnber,  the  amount  of  your  tithe,  and  the  circumstances  un^ 
which  your  wkus  gifts  were  made? 

The  Bush  aoministration’s  new  tax  proposal  would  do  just  that  if  you  give 
more  than  $888  a  year.  What  is  worse,  tax  writing  committees  in  (Congress 
Frt  ^  proposal  soon:  beginning  Feb.  12  in  the  House  and 

Umkrdl^^E^p,  churches  and  related  eiEanizations  are  exempted  from 
filing  anooyMnrts.  So  this  new  proposal  represents  a  drastic  depaine  frtm 
loi^-stariMK^ctice  and  opens  the  dow  to  destructive  governmental  in¬ 
trusion  intotiKVch  affairs  and  unwholesome  entanglement  between  church 
and  state 

The  statedjuUuuule  for  this  reporting  requirement  is  to  dieck  the  accuracy 
of  claimed  dsdiictions.  If  the  IRS  questions  a  deduction  in  the  comee  of 
auditing  ajfeyyer,  it  can  Iqgitimalely  adc  the  diurcli  to  corroborate  the 
claim.-BM4|M9Mr>the-board  reporting  requirement  on  churdtes  violates 
-a  coiifidil8||KM^tionship  with  church  members  and  requires  churches  to 
be  instrument  of  tax  enforcement  against  in^vidual 

Fleasecldik^  your  Reincsentative  and  Senators  as  soon  as  posatbta,  par- 
ticntarly  iraitf  isrve  on  House  Ways  and  Means  or  Senate  finance  C^- 
mfltaus,  mMPM’  your  opposition  to  this  ill-conceived  proposal. 


MANAGER  OF  PROPERTIES 
ministries  position  available. 
SHpervisoryg[||nd  production 
management  sfills  needed.  Ex¬ 
perience  in  carpentry,  plumbing, 
electrical,  HVAC,  ana  general 
facilities  maintenance  and 
housekeeping  preferred.  For  more 
information  please  contact 
Richard  Collum  at  Morrison 
Heights  Baptist  Church,  Ointon, 
MS  (924-5820). 


GRANDPARENTING  CLASS  OFFERED  AT  MBMC:  JACKSON  If  the 
grandchild  you’re  expecting  is  always  on  your  mind,  you  can  prepare  for  your 
new  role  on  Tuesday,  Ma^  3,  with  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center’s 
Grandparenting  class.  The  session  covers  changes  in  labor  and  delivery  and 
the  focus  on  family-centered  maternity  care.  The  agenda  also  includes  a 
refresher  on  baby  feeding  and  safety  and  a  discussion  of  basic  diplomacy  for 
the  newly  extendi  family.  The  fee  for  the  program  taught  by  MBMC  mater¬ 
nal/newborn  educators  is  $5.  Grandparenting  is  one  of  ei^t  childhirUi 
preparation  classes  offered  by  MBMC.  Fbr  more  information  about  the  class, 
which  is  offered  the  first  ’Diesday  of  each  month  at  I  p.m.,  call  968-1406. 

MISSIONS  DAY  CAMP  AT  SBC  TO  PROVIDE  FUN  FOR  CHILDREN: 
MEMPHIS,  Ttenn.  (BP)  —  While  parents  are  tending  to  convention  business, 
singing,  pra^/ing,  listening  voting  and  standing  in  lines  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Indianapolis,  their  children  may  be  involved  in  action-packed 
activities  at  the  SBC  Missions  Day  Camp.  Tb  roister  children  for  the  day 


^OND  STOCKERS;  ALBINO, 
channel/bloe  catfish,  grass  carp. 
Bream:  coppernose,  shellcracker, 

t.9^ _ _ #u _ m _ a.u  m-**  • 


bluegill,  8¥p< 
order  (891)  2M 
Saturday,  Fet 
TN  Ray  Chism 
MkldletoiOld 
Ripley.  MS  Hi 

19-18:38;  Col  _ 

Grocery  11-11:38;  New  Albany 
Chevron  Station  15  South  12-12:38; 
Pontotoc  Napa  Parts  1-1;38; 
Houston  Chickasaw  Tire  1:38-2; 
Mathiotoa  Fforlst  2:454;I5;  Acker¬ 
man  BP  Station  4-4;38;  Louisville 
Warner  Sale  Barn  5-5:38. 


9859.  Dellvery^te: 
rnary  29  in  ihone, 
Banine  8:38-8  a.m.; 
Ckgo  Station  9-8:38; 
pen  Meat  Company 
Eon  Plant  Rogers 
'T;  New  Albany 


The  Honorable  _ 

U.S.  IleoM  of  RepreseiiUiUfM 
Whihtagton,  D.C.  20515 


ThiirKUy,  February  27,  IHZ 
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FMB  administrators  react  to  Beillenger,  Parker  stand 

By  Bob  Stanley 

RICMMOj^,  Va.  —  Two  jor  factor  that  ied  the  tmytccs  to  “look  a  viaUe  and  dabble  instnimost  for  who  have  not  yet  heard  the  the  FMB's  top  executive  planning 

foreign  Mission  Boara  vice  at  the  seminary  as  a  whole  in  deto--  Southern  Baptists  to  use  to  ac-  gospel This  is  the  time  to  double  council.  In  private  cooversatums  with 

presi^nts  haw  written  ad-  mining  their  action.”  complish  our  missions  agenda.”  our  prayer  efforts  on  bdialf  <rf  our  Ballenger,  he  said,  *^0010  <rf  us  shared 

miMtratore  m  their  meas  to  *=>4^^  .  ^  Myers  said  the  board  is  “not  a  global  mission  and  in  support  of  each  with  Isam  that  while  respecting  his 

a  diffemt  posp^ve  m  relabon-  Wakefield  said  he  has  “no  reason  to  per^t  instrument  and  never  has  other”  Myers  said.  convictions  and  perspective,  we  did 

wth  the  boaro  s  tnu tees  th^  believe  ^t  the  decision  regarding  been,  but  it  is  the  best  we  have  A  third  top  administrate;  Bill  Bull-  not  share  these  abd  would  need  to  let 


WMU  of  East  Corinth  Church,  Alcorn  Association, 
recently  hmored  Mrs.  Mary  Wilbanks  for  her  many 
years  of  support  to  world  missions.  Pictured  are  Ralph 
Culjn  pastor;  Lily  Culp;  Mrs.  Wilbanks;  and  PatStewart, 
Whfu  director. 


LOTTE  MOON’S 

TOUR  ^ 
Sept.  3<UDct.  14.  1991 
Contact 


First  Church,  Rose  HiU,  will  present 
Danny  Lanier  of  Little  Rock  in  con¬ 
cert,  on  Feb.  28  at  7  p.m.  Keith  Bogan 
is  pastor. 


Frances  &  Hairy  Raley  (601)  924-9509 


if  Strategy  Gmim' 


been  recogmzed  by  Whos  Who  m  M  i 

Religion.  McDonald  bas  just  started  ^  M 

his  third  year  at  Castlewoods  Church 

and  is  currently  serving  as  president  ^ 

of  the  Northwest  Rankin  In- 

terdenominational  Pastors’  Associa-  ^  ministfy  Fob.  9,  at  Emi^uel  Churclv 
Bfud  and  Ibrnmy  Jonoa,  Meridian,  tion  and  of  the  Ra^in  Baptist  P8«d.  Tommy  Anderson  (loft)  is  pastor  of 
have  recently  erUared  full  time  music  Pastors’  Association.  Emmanuel  Church, 

evangelism.  They  both  are  1986 

gradualae  of  WHMam  Carey  and  have  two  The  Blue  MeunUin  College  Depart-  Carol  Leigh  Humphries,  a  retired 
sons,  Brice,  4,  and  Devin,  2.  For  the  past  meat  of  Musk  will  present  Jaan-ay  Southern  ^ptist  missionary  who 
ten  years.  Brad  and  Tammy  have  Tyan  in  her  senitM*  organ  recital  on  worked  in  Nigeria  for  35  irears,  died 
ministered  together  in  a  team-style  effort  March  31,  in  Lowery  Memorial  of  cancer  Feb.  11.  She  was  68.  Hum¬ 
serving  churches,  in  revivals,  corKerts,  Church,  Blue  Mountain.  Hie  recital  is  pMes,  who  was  apprwted  a  mis- 
retreats,  and  banquets.  Recenlty,  they  at  8.  lyan  graduated  from  the  Qiina  sionary  in  ^1,  was  director  of  north- 
recorded  their  flrst  almm,  "lliming  Hearts  Management  of  Industry  and  Com-  em  Nigeria’^  Woman’s  Missiona^ 
Toward  Home.”  For  more  information  call  merce  Junior  College  in  1^  and  from  Union  foom  1961  to  1971  in  Joa,  Nigeria. 
482-779a  the  Taiwan  Baptist  Theological  She  was  from  North  Candina. 

Seminary  in  1985.  While  on  the  staff  _ 

Jerry  Clower,  Grand  Ole  Opry  com-  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Mei-Rcm,  she  *  retirM 

edian,  Mississippi  native,  and  taught  beginning  piano  at  the  Ihiwan  Souuiot  Mptist  miuionary  who 
Southern  Baptist  layman,  has  com-  Baptist  Ineol^cal  Seminary.  Jaan-  worked  m  fh^ena  for  39  year^r^ 
pleted  a  new  book.  Stories  from  Home  ay  is  a  candidate  fmr  the  bachelor  of  manautomwil^ccident  Jan.30^aie 
will  be  published  in  April  by  Univer-  music  degree  from  Blue  Mountain  ^ving  ^one, 

sity  Press  of  Mississippi,  aM  contains  College.  After  a  stiort  visit  home,  ctdlidM  hMd-on  with  a^tb^ 
125  <rf  aowers’  humorous  stories,  Jaan-ay  plans  to  attend  graduate  au  ^  ™ 

along  with  an  interview  with  the  school  and  then  return  to  China  to 
•torytelto  l«ich  o,«.n  iu>d  church  mucic  H^y 


UNIFORM 
DAVID  JENKINS 
pastor,  FBC 
Gilmer.  TX 


BilBLE  BOOK 
RON  PHILUPS 

pastor,  Central  BC 
Hixson.  TN 


LIFE  &  WORK 
FRANK  POLLARD 

pastor,  FBC 

Jackson.  MS  _ 

American  Video 

1-800-222-9344 

352-5467 


GARY  MAZE 
Ms  Coot.  Nat. 
Network  Tbutti  Min. 


P.  O.  Box  16096,  Jackson,  MS  39236 


■  TO  THE 

SWITZERLAND  CONFERENCE 
and  HOLY  LAND 

Baptist  Senior  Adults 
JUNE  27  —  JULY  11(15  DAYS) 

TOM  LARRIMORE  $2990  From  Jackson,  Mississippi 
10  previous  tours 

Coil  fox  Brochures  Sponsored  t>y  the  Recreation  Dept. 

(601)372-0132  of  the  Sund^  School  Board,  SBC 

(601)956-1891  (by  Delta  Alrines  a  Swiss  Air) 

Enroll  by  March  16  &  receive  a  Swiss  chalet  music  box 


Revival  dates 


Steep  Hollow  Church.  Poplarville:  music 
March  15-18;  I .amor  Ball,  Northside  Mon.-^ 
Church,  Savannah,  Ibrni.,  evaraelist;  fin,  pi 
Billy  Joe  Kennedy,  Hopewell  Church,  „ 
Savannah,  Ibmi.,  musk;  Sunday,  U 
a.m.;  Sunday-Wednesday,  7  p.m.; 

Larry  D.  Robertson,  pastor. 

Bovina  Church,  Vkksburg:  March  7  p.m. 
1-5;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 7 (im.;  Dan- 

af  Lanier,  Little  Rock,  evangelist; 

ubert  Stroud,  music;  cottage  prayer 
services  will  be  held  at  church,  Fw. 

26-29, 7  p.m.;  Feh  29,  fisb-fry  at  5:30 
p.m. 

First  Church,  Rldgelaud:  March 
8-11;  Gene  Williams,  pastor,  First 
Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
evangelist;  Graham  Smith,  director,  . 
Church  Music  Department,  MBCB,  pastor. 


Lottie  Moon 
goals  met 

Spring  Creek  Church,  Neshoba 
Associatloa,  was  successful  in  sur¬ 
passing  the  goal  of  $3,300,  with  a  total 
of  HSSl  for  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
offering. 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCbLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 


straight  Bayen  Church,  Anguilla 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS  -  Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  1 1  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 
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referred  to  the  administrative  sub¬ 
committee  for  further  study. 

Also  approved  were  amended  ar¬ 
ticles  of  incorporation  for  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  which 
reflects  an  Executive  Committee  re¬ 
quest  to  end  a  stipulation  the 
seminary  could  remove  convention- 
elected  trustees.  A  companion  request 
for  an  SBC  bylaw  on  trustee 
absenteeism  also  was  approved  with 
both  proposals  sent  to  the  SBC  June 
meeting. 

In  otlKr  action,  the  Elxecutive  Com¬ 
mittee  a{q;>roved;  Bill  Meleski  of 
Kenai,  Alaska,  and  Wendell  Wood  of 
Burton,  Mich.,  to  fill  vacancies  on  the 


1991-92  SBC  committee  on  nomina¬ 
tions;  a  $l,000-per-day,  plus  expenses, 
contract  with  C.  Barry  McCarty, 
president,  Cincinnati  Bible  College 
and  Seminary,  to  serve  as  chief 
parliamentarian  during  the  In¬ 
dianapolis  SBC  meeting;  and  an  ap¬ 
plication  for  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
Pennsylvania-South  Jersey  for  full 
remesentation  on  SBC  entities. 

^at  state  convention  reached 
church  membership  of  25,553  with  158 
churches  and  44  church-type  mis¬ 
sions,  qualifying  foe  the  ad^tional 
representation. 

Executive  Cwnmittee  members  ap¬ 
proved  a  5%  increase  adjustment  in 
their  staffs  salary  structure,  effective 
Oct.  1. 


Morris  Chapman  elected; 
salary  set  at  $120,000 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  “I  want  God’s 
will,  nothing  more,  nothing  less.” 

And  praying  for  a  “spiritual 
awakening  through  Southern  Baptists 
to  this  nation,"  Morris  H.  Chapman 
accepted  election  as  the  fifth  presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer  of  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  during  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  opening  meeting  Feb.  17  in 
Nashville. 

Chapman  will  finish  his  second  one- 
year  term  as  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  Indianapolis  on 
Ji^  11.  Four  da^  later,  June  15,  he 
will  become  president  and  treasurer- 
elect  of  the  Executive  Conunittee  and 
succeed  Harold  C.  Bennett  on  Oct.  1. 
Bennett  retires  Sept.  30. 

Julian  M.  Motley,  search  commit¬ 
tee  diairman,  said  Chapman’s  salary 
would  be  $120,000,  inclumng  a  housing 
allowance.  Motl^  said  the  salary 
figure  is  below  what  Bennett  current¬ 
ly  is  receiving  but  the  committee  felt 
the  economic  conditions  dictated  t^ 
suggested  lower  figure,  in  agreement 
with  Chapman. 

“I  see  myself  as  carrying  out  the 

HOMOSEXUAUTY 
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members  referred  another  motion  by 
Pinckney  to  their  bylaws  workgroup. 
Pinckney  brousht  the  motions  to  thi> 


Executive  Committee’s  closing  ses¬ 
sion  afto-  failing  to  get  them  reported 
out  of  a  subcommittee. 

Both  the  administrative  subcom¬ 
mittee  and  the  bylaws  workgroup  are 
to  report  their  recommentutions  to 
the  Executive  Committee  in  time  fw 
the  items  to  be  considered  during  this 
year's  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
June  9-11  in  Indianapolis. 

Harold  C.  Bennett,  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Executive  Committee 
since  1979,  said  in  response  to  a  ques¬ 
tion  he  could  not  recaU  the  group  ever 
adopting  a  resolution  on  a  social  issue 

“We  probably  have  never  been  fac¬ 
ed  .. .  with  this  kind  of  aberration,” 
noted  committee  member  Guy 
Sanders,  a  pastor  from  Florida. 

News  of  the  two  churches’ 
ho,mosexual-related  deliberations  has 
prompted  an  array  of  reactions  across 
-  the  Swthem  Baptist  Convention. 

Siler  said  he  has  been  “amaz^  at 
the  intensity  and  breadth  of  interest. 
-- IPs  kind  of  like  we  named  a  family 
secret,  in  that  there  are  homosexual 
peraons  and  parents  with  homosexual 
children  in  every  church. 

“We  hope  by  us  doling  openly  with 
the  request  that  it  mi^t  encourage 
the  larger  church  to  discem  its  own 
sense  of  (jiod’s  will  in  regard  to 
homosexual  persons.” 


will  of  the  majority  and  carrying  out 
genuine  healing  among  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,”  Chapman  said.  In  an  apparent 
reference  to  his  new  position  as  chief 
executive  officer  for  the  group  which 
distributes  a  Cooperative  nx^gram 
budget  of  $140  million.  Chapman  said 
‘Sometimes  we  fret  too  much  over 
finances.  I  believe  God  owns  the  cat¬ 
tle  on  a  thousand  hills.  Not  flgures, 
facts,  or  finances  will  carry  us 
throu^  these  days  . . .  only  faith.” 

Saying  he  would  speak  the  truth  in 
love  in  a  troubled  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  Chapman  said  h^  convic¬ 
tions  about  God’s  WtHxl  are  the  same 
as  “I  heard  growing  up  as  a  boy  in 
Kosciusko,  Miss.” 

Motley  said  the  eight-month  search 
for  a  new  president  and  treasurer  was 
a  life  enriching  and  rewarding  ex¬ 
perience  for  the  10-member  commit¬ 
tee  Eleven  candidates  were  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  committee,  Motl^ 
said,  with  six  meetings  and  three  con¬ 
ference  calls  held.  Three  of  the  can¬ 
didates  eventually  were  interview^ 
by  the  committee.  The  committee 
spent  about  $25,000  during  the  search 
process.  Motley  said. 


Beyond  its  ties  to  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  the  church  is  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  American  Baptist 
Convention,  the  Coonerative  BantiRt 


Fellowship,  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Alliance,  Siler  said. 

IbalstoB  writes  for  BP. 

Missionary 

news 


HeAry  and  Linda  Lee,  missionaries 
to  Japan,  are  in  the  States  (address; 
605  Ash  St.,  (Onway,  Ark.  72032).  He 
is  a  native  of  (Harksdale  The  former 
Linda  Jackson,  she  was  binm  in  New 
Orleans,  La.,  and  considers 
Hazlehurst  her  hometown.  Ttiey  were 
appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  1965. 

Tom  and  Hazel  Barron,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Indonesia,  are  in  the 
States  (address:  2103  Hampton  Ave., 
Nashville,  Ihnn.  37215).  He  was  bom 
in  Forest,  La.,  and  grew  up  in  Richton, 
Miss.  She  is  the  former  Hazel  Gark 
ofRichtbn.  ■' 

Jonathan  and  La  Homa  Singleton, 
missionaries  to  Windward  Islands, 
are  in  the  States  (address:  Oklahoma 
Baptist  University,  500  W.  University, 
Shawnee,  Okla.  7480L)  He  is  a  native 
of  Beizoni.  The  former  La  Homa  Mar¬ 
tin,  she  was  bora  near  California,  Mo. 


Mission  work  in  the  Philippines 


A  group  of  five  Mississippi  Baptists  left  rni  Jan.  23  to 
a  mission  trm  to  the  Island  of  Negros,  Philippines.  Th^ 
were  Doug  Christy,  pastor.  New  Prospect  Church,  luka ; 
John  Hill,  retired  pastnr  and  schoolteacher,  and  Sarah 
Hill,  retii^  schoolteacher,  members  of  Union  Church, 
Picayune;  Terry  Ledbetter,  pastor.  Union  Church, 
Picayiuw;  and  Ben  Parman,  pastor,  Gaston  Church, 
Booneville 

This  trip  involved  personal  witnessing,  women’s 
meetings,  daily  high  school  and  college  evangelistic 
meetings,  nightly  air  plaza  meetings,  and  one 
pastor’s  conference  with  over  100  pastors  from  all  over 
the  island  in  attendance 

The  team  worked  directly  with  Ben  Barredo  HI  in 
Bacolod  Gty,  Negros  Province,  Philippines.  B«iji  is  the 
director  of  Cross  International  Ministries. 

The  group  was  acetanmodated  Gerald  and  Glenda 
Davis  (Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  Manila).  ThQr 
were  able  to  see  flrst  hand  the  being  done  ttere  by 

the  Davis’  and  others. 

Many  came  to  Christ  as  a  result  of  this  type  of  cam- 
paiga  It  will  be  an  ongoing  program  several  times  a  year. 


CIXH,  BJCPA  disapprove  of  IRS  plans 
which  recpiire  churches  to  watchdog 

By  Ibm  Strode 

WASHINGTON  (RP)  —  Thf>  Chris.  thfk  Wavs  anH  Maans  Cnmmittaa  GWh 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  Conunisskm  and  the  Baptist 
Joint  Conunittee  on  Public  Affeirs 
have  expressed  strong  disapproval  to 
Congress  of  a  White  House  proposal 
requiring  churches  to  make  burden¬ 
some  and  unprecedented  government 
reports  on  contributors. 

Under  the  proposzil  in  President 
Geom  Bush’s  recently  announced 
1993  budget,  churches  and  religious 
(M^nizations  would  be  required  to 
report  to  the  Internal  Revenue  Service 

AKa  _ 1 _  VbI _ 


tification  Number,  amount  given,  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  con¬ 
tributions  were  made  on  every  person 
who  gave  mere  than  $500  dimiiig  the 
calendar  year.  The  Thx  Identification 
Number  usuaUy  is  the  person’^  Social 
Security  numbo: 

If  passed,  the  reporting  reqi^- 
ment  would  affect  about  80%  of 
Southern  Baptist  churches.  CSauches 
with  receipts  of  less  than  $25,000  in  a 
year  would  not  be  required  to 
make  such  reports.  About  7,500  of  the 
Convention’s  38,000  churches  report 
annual  contributions  of  less  than 
$25,000,  said  a  staff  member  in  the 
Sunday  School  Board’s  corporate 
planning  and  research  department. 

The  CLC,  joined  by  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals,  and  the 
BJC  wrote  separate  letters  criticizing 
the  proposal  shortly  before  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  tax-package  proposal  was 
reported  to  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  without  recommendation  by 

OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pric*.  binding  and  styta  to  mast  avaty 

naad.  Quality  workmanahip  guarantaad. 

Writa  for  iHuatralad  prtca  (oldar. 

"Inlernetionally  known  epeciellett  " 

NORRIS  BOOKBINOtNO  CO. 


the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  Feb. 
12. 

The  proposal  would  not  only  burden 
manv  smaU  churches  but  would  en- 
tan^  liable  churches  in  the  “govera- 
menfk  tax  collection  business,”  the 
CLC  and  NAE  said  in  a  letter  to 
leaders  of  Congress’  tax-writing 
committees. 

The  reporting  requirement  “would 
offend  deeply  h^  rdigiouB  princ'  ' 
about  the  privacy  of  one^  ^  to 
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Land,  executive  diiwtor  of  the  CLC, 
and  Robert  Dugan,  director  of  the 
NAE^  office  of  public  affairs. 

While  the  govoivnent  may  be  ex¬ 
pended  “to  impose  reasonable  re¬ 
quirements  for  documentation”  of 


gifts  to  churches  and  other  charities, 
the  burden  for  obtaining  such  infor¬ 
mation  should  be  on  the  donor.  Land 
and  Dugan  said  in  their  lettn: 

President  Bush  has  set  a  March  20 
deadline  for  Congress  to  deal  with  his 
shcNTt-term  economic  package,  vdiich 
includes  the  proposal  on  charitable 
giving.  Under  the  proposal,  contribu¬ 
tions  made  beginning  July  1  of  thia 
year  will  be  affected. 

The  reason  given  for  the  new  repor- 
re^piirement  is  to  help  IRS 


uviwtscn  lo  cmircnes/ 
charities  and  payments  to  churches/ 
dtarities  for  such  goods  or  services  as 
entertainment  events  or  items  pur¬ 
chased  at  charity  auctions. 

Strode  is  director,  media  &  news  iii- 
formatioa,  Washington  office,  CLC. 


Bus  Supply  Company  is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 
Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(801)  684-2900  1-800-748-8881 


Life  and  Work 

Counting  the  cost 


BiBi£  Book  Uniform 

Israel's  political  decay  Entering  God's  kingdom 


By  LoU  M.  Autry 

Matthew  8:lB-22;  10:24-39;  14:13-28 


By  Charics  Nestm- 
Hoaea  7:8-12;  8:4-8;  10:9-12 


A  litde  boy  stood  in  front  of  a  jeweliy  counter  wistfully 
eyeing  a  ring  dit^lay.  Mother’s  Day  was  die  next  day.  He 
no  g^  for  las  mother.  Ife  bad  no  money.  He  slmped 
qne  of  the  rings  into  his  pocket,  and  started  for  the^ior. 
Before  be  readied  it  he  returned  to  the  counter.  Tears 
liriimed  fais  eyes  as  he  put  the  ring  back.  Shoulders  strai^, 
bead  hi|^  fears  now  gaming,  be  walked  from  die  store. 
He  had  cDUiiied  the  cost  He  would  have  violated  bis  moth¬ 
er’s  teaddngs  as  well  as  her  love.  Being  disci|^  o(  the 
Messudi-Kim  requites  our  commitment  to  foUowing  his 
teachings  and  honoring  Us  love.  What  is  die  cost? 

Case  studies  in  disd^plesliip  (8:19-22).  To  die  scribe 
vdio  volunteered  to  foU^  Jesus,  Jesus  pointed  out  some  of 
the  physical  hardships.  To  the  disdple  who  said,  "Allow 
me  tobory  my  fother  first"  Jesus  r^hed  that  die  impera¬ 
tive  was  to  follow  Um.  Qters  could  tend  the  home  front 
Jesus  was  not  being  crud.  Throng  stark  {Honounoement  be 
made  known  that  following  hfan  erdails  personal  sacrifioe. 

The  mKompromisiiig  lutarc  of  disqplesliip  (10-32-34, 
37).  &  is  our  (foty  to  make  known  that  we  belong  to  Jesus. 

If  we  deny  Um,  be  will  deny  us.  Verse  37  empUisizes  diat 
be  is  to  be  supreme  in  our  li^.  (hie  commentate  ^ales 
that  if  we  love  our  families  more  than  we  love  Qnist  we 
are  unwefoy  (tf  Um.  TUs  by  no  means  suggests  we  should 
not  love  and  esteem  our  parents,  cUldreit  and  other  fnnily 
mendier^.  It  does  tell  os  to  keq>  our  perroecdves  in  (Hder. 

CliriM*S  crosa  and  ours  (14:21, 24).  Simon  Peter  in 
verse  16  hud  confessed  Chr^  as  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of 
(jod.  When  Jesus  found  the  disciples  knowing  a  trudi  he 
than  showed  them  anew  one.  Verse  21  tells  ^  he  began 
to  let  diem  know  of  Us  future  sufferings  and  death.  Thi^ 
did  not  understand  at  the  time,  but  die  beauty  of  the  verse  is 
“and  be  raised  again  the  durd  day.”  After  the  disclosures  in 
verse  2}  he  expli^  their  roles  as  followers.  These  are  our 
roles  alio: 

(1)  “Deiiy  Umself.”  One  means  of  self-denial  is  to  pot 
aside  personal  desires  m  Older  to  serve  Um.  As  a  young  ’ 
man  my  husband  dreamed  of  being  a  lawyer.  God  caDed 
Um  to  be  a  preadier.  He  obeyed  that  call. 

(2)  “Take  up  Us  cross.”  Whatever  that  cross,  be  thankful 
(CoL  2-6-7). 

(3) “Pbnowmc.” 

Tte  coat  of  4isc4>lesli4>  (14:25).  The  person  who  for¬ 
sakes  (Christ  on  tUs  earth  will  be  fmsaken  ^  Um  in  eterni¬ 
ty.  The  one  who  denies  himself,  takes  iq>  Us  cross,  and  fol¬ 
lows  Qmst  CO  tUs  eiHth  will  NEVER  be  forsaken  by  Um. 
Life  may  be  difiScnlt  here  for  the  Christian,  but  being  with 
Um  in  eternity  wifi  make  rqi  for  all  eardily  self-denials, 
problems,  ^  heartaches. 

The  poet  James  WUtcomb  Riley  wrote:  “There,  little  girl, 
don’t  cry.  They  have  brUcen  your  dUl,  I  know.  And  your 
tea  set  blue,  and  your  play  house,  too,  are  dungs  of  tte  long 
ago.  There,  little  girl,  don’t  cry.  CUldirii  troubles  will  soon 
pass  by.  There,  little  girl,  don't  cry.  They  have  Uoken  your 
sUte,  I  know.  And  dte  gjrd  wild  ways  of  your  school^ 
days  are  things  of  the  long  ago.  Thm,  little  gid,  don’t  cry. 
Life  and  love  will  soon  pass  by.  There,  little  girl,  don’t  cry. 
Theylhave  broken  your  Wtt,  I  know.  And  your  rainbow 
gleams  of  your  youdifbl  dmiins  are  things  of  the  long  ago. 
There,  little  i^,  don’t  cry.  Heaven  holds  all  for  wUdi  you 
sigh.  There,  Uttle  giri,  don’t  cry.” 

Heaven  hUds  all  for  the  one  who  foflows  Jesus. 

Autry  Uvea  in  IOckof7 i*  *  awmbcr  of  Pine 
Grove  Charcli,  Benton  Coanty. 


By  Bobby  Williamson 
Mark  1:1-15 


CBOSSOVEK INDIANAPOUS 


The  message  Hosea  comes  to  deliver  now  deals  with  bodi 
pUUcal  and  reUgious  issues.  Hosea  is  re^)e^ed  as  a  messen¬ 
ger  of  God,  and  whether  die  peof^  like  or  dislike  Us  words, 
they  understood  diem. 

L  The  danger  foreign  aliiaiices  (7:8-12).  The  covmant 
(jod  had  with  Israel  commanded  her  to  remain  a  hdy  nadon, 
consecrated  to  God  for  Us  purpose  of  redemption.  Ciod 
promised  he  would  protect  and  provide  ftu'hn.  Israel  broke 
the  covenant  by  seardung  for  security  duough  her  pagm 
nei^ibois.  Israd’s  disob«lieooe  was  etxxxitaged  by  t&  polit¬ 
ical  leaders.  She  turned  from  the  security  and  love  of  God  to 
take  on  the  evil  habits  of  her  nei^foois.  Hosea  describes  the 
Israelites  as  unbaked  cakes  (like  pancakes).  The  cakes  were 
not  turned,  so  they  were  burned  on  oat  side  and  raw  on  the 
other.  TUs  describes  a  half-baked  or  half-hearted  commit¬ 
ment  to  (jod.  IsraeTs  condition  was  not  fit  for  but  only  to 
be  thrown  out 

Hosea  emphasizes  the  destructive  nature  of  sm  Israel  was 
marked  by  videnoe,  inuiKxality,  spiritual  bankn^itcy,  separa¬ 
tion  from  God,  and  was  led  by  those  who  were  rncoometent 
and  comqit  They  willfully  aid  persisteody  rejected  God  and 
became  arrogaiu  in  tiieir  sinning.  God  rebuked  them  and 
plead  for  their  r^um  to  Urn  in  tqiepfenoe.  However,  arrogance 
led  them  to  coikmue  rejecting  God’s  cril  to  rqient  and  retura 

Israel  had  developed  uns^le  relationshqis  with  her  qd^ 
bor  nations.  One  le^r  would  rise  to  position  and  want  to 
look  to  Assyria  for  help.  Anodier  leader  would  want  to 
align  with  Egypt  Hosea  describes  their  oscillating  devotion 
as  “silly  doves.” 

These  peofde  had  the  sanoe  p'oblem  we  have  today.  It  is 
sin!  It  hm  always  been  detrirrMsntal  to  people’s  relatiooshq» 
to  God.  It’s  sad,  but  we  have  not  improved  in  our  relation- 
sfaqis  with  God  since  foe  time  of  Hosea.  We  bave^  learn 
ed  how  to  sin  mote  Uatantly  and  with  greater  passioit  In 
many  instances,  it  is  the  accepted  way  of  life.  There  are  bro¬ 
ken  noarriages,  family  relationsUps,  nieodsUps,  etc.,  which 
are  results  of  sia 

D.  God  condemns  farad  for  idol  worship  (8:4-8).  Israel 
was  busy  doing  it  her  way,  regardless  of  the  will  of  God. 

Power  stmggfes  over  who  woi^  sit  on  the  forooe  led  her  away 
from  (jod.  Kings  were  rising  and  falling  quickly.  The  will  of 
God  was  not  considered. 

The  sins  of  Israel  were  firrther  conqxwnded  by  their  making 
kids  to  wotsfam.  The  iroiry  of  it  aU  is  that  the  silver  and  gold 
used  to  make  idds  were  from  God.  One  of  the  com¬ 

mandments  God  gave  Us  people  was  to  never  worship  any 
other  gods.  Their  action  was  a  direct  vidatioa  God  vvill  rxit 
tderate  such  disobedienoe.  Hosea  warned  foat  their  aligoment 
wifo  these  foreign  nations  was  destroying  their  spiritual  lives. 
They  were  mak^  a  name  for  themselves  among  the  nations 
as  a  useless  ilesseL  Ifosea  describes  it  as  sowing  to  the  wind 
and  reaping  a  wUtlwind.  They  were  like  empty  stems 
graia  Even  if  a  crop  is  produced  it  win  be  devoid  by  for¬ 
eigners.  Israel  was  oeing  consumed  by  her  sia 

Sin  has  always  had  so^  an  effect  James  conqrares  Satan  to 
a  roaring  Hon  who  seda  anyone  he  can  devour.  Israel’s  ex¬ 
perience  is  a  w(nd  of  warriing  to  us  concerning  political 
leaders  and  our  CTiristian  invdvemerk.  We  are  to  worsUp 
and  serve  God. 

HL  JadgamnS  on  a  corrupt  society  (10:9-12).  Sin  dways 
has  a  payday,  and  Israel  is  going  to  pay.  Horoa  links  their 
present  sin  wifo  that  of  (3ibeah.  It  was  there  thte  a  Levite ’s 
conofoine  was  assaulted  and  subsequent  civil  war  occurred. 
Gibeah  was  also  the  home  (tf  SauL  wfoen  Israel  rebelled  and 
demanded  a  king  to  lead  them,  Saul  was  the  iqipointed  king. 
Again,  Israel  was  to  be  punished  for  her  sin. 

Hosea  uses  agricuhnral  terms  to  describe  tiie  punisbmeoc. 
The  easy  days  were  over.  Now  their  neck  would  be  put  to  the 
yoke.  Plowing  and  harrowing  are  tiie  labors  necessary  before 
Uanting  and  harvesting.  Judgment  of  farad  was  neoeaHuy 
before  they  would  seek  the  Lord  and  rqient  of  their  sin. 

It  is  sad  that  God  most  go  to  such  extent  to  get  our  atten¬ 
tion;  but  it  was  tine  during  Hosea’s  ministry,  and  it  is  true 
today.  We  can  be  sure  that  our  sins  do  not  go  unnoticed  by 
God.  dvistiaos  are  to  be  salt  and  li^  in  the  society  where 
we  live.  God  he4>  os  to  be  faifodul. 

Nestor  fa  pastor,  First  Cfaardi,  Bruce. 


One  of  the  most  peiMtrating  questions  of  all  times 
is,“WUa  must  I  do  to  go  to  braven?”  Another  important 
question  that  everyone  sUnild  ask  is,  “How  can  I  become  a 
part  of  God’s  family  upon  this  eatfo?” 

If  you  were  to  ask  one  thousand  Mississippians  at  ran¬ 
dom  the  answers  to  these  questions,  you  would  be  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  variety  of  answers  you  would  receive,  e^- 
dally  from  church  members.  Whatever  the  opinion  or  vari¬ 
ous  peofde,  the  scriptural  admonition  is  dear.  Peqile  can 
enter  God’s  kingdom  only  by  repenting  of  their  sins,  be¬ 
lieving  the  good  news  of  Qinst,  and  placing  their  faith 
in  him. 

Introduction  (1:1).  Here  Mark  begins  his  goqiel  by  em- 
{foasizing  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Q^,  the  Son  of  (^. 

By  the  “beginning  of  the  go^L”  Mark  evidently  means 
the  Messed  story  he  is  abwt  to  t^  of  (Christ’s  life,  min¬ 
istry,  death,  resurrection,  and  glorification,  and  of  tiie 
begun  gathering  of  believers  in  his  name.  Let’s  not  confuse 
this  introduction  as  one  to  Mark’s  book,  but  as  one  to  the 
life  of  Christ  Mark’s  emphasis  on  the  good  news  about 
(Christ  can  move  adults  to  a  deqier  reverence  for  Jesus  as 
God’s  Son. 

John  the  Baptist’s  ministry  (1:2-8).  In  verses  2-3  we 
find  the  proffo^  of  Isaiah  concerning  John  tiie  Brqitist 

Sating  tte  M^iah’s  way.  In  the  Hebrew  text  tte  quote 
1  Isaiah  in  Mark  1:3  begins,  “In  the  wilderness  pre¬ 
pare....”  Jdm  the  Brqitist’s  coming  to  prepare  Jesus’  way 
can  remind  each  of  us  that  our  ta^  is  to  share  the  good 
news  of  OuisL 

In  Paul  Powell’s  book.  How  to  Build  an  Evangelistic 
dinrch,  Powell  makes  the  statement,  “Are  we  going  to  be 
keqiers  of  the  aquarium,  or  fishers  of  men?”  We  may  do  a 
good  job  of  disc^ling  the  church  members  we  have,  but  if 
we  fail  to  do  the  job  of  evangelism,  we  have  lost  the  church 
for  the  next  generaticm.” 

In  verses  4-5  and  14-15  John’s  and  Jesus’  messages  of  re¬ 
pentance  and  of  belief  in  the  gospel  can  lead  souls  to  repent 
and  re^iond  to  CTuist  in  faith.  As  Sonthem  Biqitists  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  scriptural  baptism  symbolizes  one’s  faith  com¬ 
mitment  to  (Tfeist.  It  does  not  save,  but  it  is  an  act  of  obedi¬ 
ence  and  of  witness  to  one’s  faith.  John’s  baptism  was  a 
rite  of  cleansing,  not  Christian  baptism. 

John  preached  a  message  of  brotism  based  on  repentance 
of  sins,  and  many  people  responoed.  John’s  affirmation  that 
the  One  coming  bdund  him  was  mightier  than  himself 
should  remind  all  of  Jesus’  superiority  over  all  other  per¬ 
sons. 

In  these  verses  we  find  our  Lord  coming  to  the  River  Jor¬ 
dan,  being  b^itized  by  John,  and  bearing  a  heavenly  voice 
tiiat  be  was  God’s  Son.  I  find  it  interesting  tiiat 
Jesus  began  his  mirustiy  by  being  biqitize^  and  ended  his 
eartidv  minfatry  instructing  os  to  “make  discqiles,  ba^zing 
them  m  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit.^’  It 
was  also  very  important  to  Jesus  that  he  be  baptized  by  im- 
meisioa  This  is  evident  in  the  fact  that  be  traveled  some 
distance  for  an  appropriate  place  to  be  baptized.  We  as 
Southern  Baptists  believe  tiiat  the  biblicd  method  of  bap¬ 
tism  is  immersion. 

Jesus*  temptation  in  the  wildcniess  (1:12-13).  We 
should  note  bm  Mark’s  statement  that  foe  ^ririt  drove 
Jesus  into  the  wilderness.  The  New  American  Standard 
version  says,  “The  ^>irit  impelled  him  to  go  into  the 
wilderness.”  As  Qn^ans  we  have  all  sensed  the  Holy 
Spirit  impeDing  us  to  do  something.  Here  the  word  means  a 
heavy  conviction  and  impelling  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  a 
wonderful  truth  revealed  to  us  here  as  Jesus  overcame 
temptati^  setting  the  example  for  each  of  us  that  there 
can  be  victory  over  temptation. 

We  must  share  the  go^l  wifo  a  lost  and  dying  world 
and  show  them  that  by  r^rki^  of  their  sins,  believing  the 
good  news  of  Qnist,  and  placing  their  faith  in  him,  they 
too  can  enter  God’s  kingdom. 

Remember  that  March  1-8  is  the  “Week  of  Prayer  for 
Home  Missions.”  That  week  and  the  Annie  Amutrong 
Easter  Offering  are  times  for  each  of  us  to  Sinead  the 
gtMoel  to  an  the  world. 

WflUamaon  fa  pastor,  Park  Place  Church,  Brandon. 


PAGE  12  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Romania  offers  FMB  foothold  for  new 

By  Greg  Waraer 


'  .laBP)  ~  Romanian  Baptists,  for  vative  leaders, 
tildes  is(dated  from  their  Baptet 
brethren  worldwide,  i 
themselves  at  the  center  of  an  inter¬ 
national  tug  of  war  between  Baptists 
on  two  continents. 


side  the  system 


ed  if  it  didn’t.” 

Several  FMB  staff  members  say  The  validity  of  the  Romanian  en-  _ „„  , _ _ _ 

now  find  taught  evan^lism  at  two  Southern  privatdy  that  Roberts  already  plays  dorsement  has  since  come  under  than  anywhere  in  Europe,  Roberts 

a-at  m  _ SaI-  a. _ a t w>  _  • A.t. - •  J  * 

Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake  to  undCTmineT’MB  ^ff!^4nd1th^  ^ves. 

Forest,  N.C.  Although  not  a  mis-  charge  he  has  parlayed  those 

What  is  at  stake,  according  to  some  - ‘  - "  -  '  “  - 

on  both  sides,  is  nothing  less  than  the 
future  of  Baptists  in  Europe 
Two  events  combined  to  make  this 
unlikely  scenario  possible: 

—  After  the  foil  of  Romania’s  _ _ _ 

totalitarian  government  in  1989,  the  Roberts  has  been  a  nu^  resource  for  Anotho-  said  ^manian  iradm  have 
Baptist  Union  of  Romania,  fearful 
that  its  own  government-approved 
leaders  had  berame  “comimimised” 
during  communist  rule,  acted  to 


Baptists  in  Romania  represent  a 
lai^  per^tage  ^  the  popilation 

a  key  usin^hi^ties  with  triSe^  question  from  ^manians  them-  said. 

^  \  ’  .  -  And  churches  are  growing. ‘There 

f  orest,  N.C.  Although  not  a  mis-  charge  he  has  parlayed  those  craoec-  The  confusion  centers  in  part  is  a  spiritual  intensity  in  Romania 
sionary,  he  has  served  as  paskMT  (rf  tions  into  a  promise  (rf  FMB  money  around  the  role  of  Josef ’Ikon,  p^tor  that  cmild  produce  expf 
three  English-speaking  churches  in  for  the  Oradea  school.  of  Second  Baptist  Church  in  C^dea  Roberts  said. 

Europe  “It’s  a  foregone  conclusion  that  the  and  founder  and  chancellor  of  the  Fhffi  trustees,  who  cl 

“Phil  Roberts  is  an  expert  on  money  was  promised  by  trustees,”  institute.  at  the  high  cost  of  theo 

Europe,”  said  FMB  trustee  Ron  said  one  FMB  insider,  who  asked  not  When  he  returned  to  Oradea  after  tion  at  lUischlikon,  li 
Wil^  rf  Tlwiea^  Oa^  CalU.  tobeidentifledoutoffearofrei»isal.  the  fall  of  Ceausescu,  Ikon  led  the  tracted  by  the  relative 

_  - : — _ >  3,000-manber  eburdi  —  (Xie  of  the  doing  missions  in 

trustees  wanting  inside  information  acknowledged  the  promise  of  “large  largest  in  Europe  —  to  found  the  American  dollars  go  fl 
on  Europe  from  ‘Outside  normal  sums  of  monw”  for  Oradea  —  as  (^dea  Bible  Imtitute  in  October  much  of  the  world. 

(FMB)  channels,”  said  Wilson,  who  much  as  $2  million.  1990.  Ikon,  because  of  his 

serves  on  the  FMB  committee  that  When  FMB  trustees  defunded  the  "I^  serves  as  chairman  of  the  the  States,  has  establl 
remedy  the  problem  with  a  clean  oversees  work  on  the  continent.  European  Baptist  seminary  in  unionk  thedogical  education  commit-  with  prominent  consen 

sweep  of  union  leadership.  Roberts’ brother,  Roger,  is  an  FMB  RuscMikon,  Switzeiiand,  l^t  Octobo*  tee,  which  wUl^ve  him  significant  in-  side  the  SBC  and  bey 

Ultraconservative  Baptists,  who  for  trustee  His  former  pastor  is  FMB  for  alleged  liberalism,  the  Baptist  flumce  over  how  any  FMB  money  fw  whom  funded  his  work  i 
many  years  had  operated  on  the  chairman  Bill  Hancock  of  Louisville,  Union  of  Romania  ignored  an  ava-  education  is  spent  in  Rmnania.  foO  of  Romaniak  gave 

fringe  of  the  union,  moved  into  the  Ky.  And  Roberts  counts  anotter  lanche  of  jHotests  and  eiKkased  the  Since  tuning  in  1990,  Roberts  said.  It  is‘ clear  from  th 

power  vacuum.  former  chairman.  North  Carolina  actiim.  the  Bible  institute  already  has  grown  thonselves  that  the  1 

—  In  the  United  States,  conservative  pastor  Mark  Corts,  as  a  personal  It  was  the  only  union  in  Europe  to  to  190  ministry  students,  compared  to  RusefaUkon  endarsemeB 

Southern  Baptists  rose  to  power  and  friend.  cto  so.  138  enrolled  in  the  older,  union-run  ed  them  in  a  controvm 

b^an  forging  a  nw  alliance  with  con-  It’s  little  wonder  Wilson  and  other  Since  the  Oradea  school  stands  to  Bucharest  seminary.  want  nor  understand, 

servative  Roiimnian  Baptists.  Their  FMB  trustees  have  their  eyes  on  gain  financially '  from  Ruschlikon’s  Under  communism,  the  govern-  battle  that  has  divided ! 

goal  in  Romania,  they  admit  private-  Roberts  to  take  a  key  position  on  the  loss,  the  Romanian  endorsement  ment  tried  to  close  dom  church^  ^  tists  for  more  Hum  a 

ly,  IS  to  gain  a  foothold  for  a  new  mis-  FMB’s  restructured  Eungiean  staff,  sparked  charges  of  collusion.  liinitii«  the  numbo-  of  students  allow-  dveatens  to  (frive  a  w 

Sion  strategy  for  the  continent  —  one  periiaps  reiriacing  area  director  Keith  “This  decision  was  motivated  by  ed  in  seminaries  and  creating  a  Romanians’  alrea 

that  commits  the  Southern  Baptist  Parker,  who  resigned  in  January  over  promiaes  of  massive  fisKhiig  in  return  pastor  shortage  As  a  result,  there  are  fellowship. 

Foreign  Mission  Board  to  work  vnth  what  he  called  tte  trustees’ imposi-  for  their  support,”  said  Charles  few  trained  pastore  in  tbecomtiy  and  “In  tot&tarianism  th 
^  ‘Emerging  tion  of  “theological  orthodoxjr’  on  ‘Thomas,  a  Southern  Baptist  mis-  most  pastors  serve  multiple  diurches.  in  freedom  there  is  d 

leadership’  in  all  of  Europe.  Europrans.  sionaiy  in  Romania.  'Thomas  and  his  Despite  open  dirars  throughout  Paol  Thibedeaiix,  Miss 

“I  tiiink  Romania  is  the  linchpin  na-  Robens  said  the  rumor  he  will  wife,  Ifothie,  resigned  as  Southern  Europe,  Rmnania  offers  the  best  op-  FMBk  area 

tion  for  Europe,  at  least  for  Baptists  rejdace  Parker  is  “speculative,”  par-  Baptist  missionaries  in  protest.  portunity  for  stateside  Baptists  to  Eastern  Europe 

in  Europe,”  explained  PhU  Roberts,  a  ticularlysinceitwouldbeadepartme  Nic  Gheorgliita,  general  secretary  make  an  immediate  impact,  say  -  - 

Southern  Baptist  working  in  fr^  FMB  policy  to  hire  a  non-  of  the  Romanian  union,  Phil  Roberts  Robots  and  others. 

Romania.  missionary  for  the  post.  But  he  add-  and  FMB  trustees  publicly  desw  any  TTie  reasons  why  Romania  is  the 

Roberts  may  be  a  linchpin  of  s<Hts  ed  be  “probably  could  help”  the  FMB  deal  was  struck.  And  no  jHxwf  (rf  a  “linchpin”  for  Europe,  Roberts  said, 
himself.  Ite  is  academic  dean  of  the  in  such  a  rote.  promise  has  surfaced.  are  both  mathematical  and  spiritual! 

Oradea  Bible  Institute,  an  indepen-  TVustee  Wilson  said  few  of  his  col-  But  trustee  Wilson  predicted  at  Rmrumifl  has  Hppiinfa;  than  any 

dent  church-based  school  founded  by  leagues  would  be  oppos^  to  hiring  least  a«ne  of  the  Ruschlikon  noon^  cgw»try  ****> 

Josef  Ikon,  probably  the  most  power-  Roberta,  r^rdless  of  policy,  because  will  gototbe  Oradea  school:  “I  think  former  Soviet  Union  and  Great 
ful  of  Romania’s  new  ultraconser-  of  the  need  for  “new  blood  from  out-  we’ve  all  assumed  that.  I’d  be  surpris-  Britain. 


Baptkt 


BSSB  sponsors  National 
Convocation  on  the  Bible 


BAPTIST  RADIO  STATION  TO  BEGIN  IN  NICARAGUA:  MANAGUA, 
Nicaragua  —  The  Nicaraguan  government  has  granted  the  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Nicaragua  a  license  to  opmte  an  FM  station  in  Managua,  Nicaragua’s 
capital.  The  station,  called  Baptist  Radio,  will  begin  broadcasting  May  1,  said 
David  Daniell,  Foreign  Mission  Board  area  media  consultant  for  Middle 
America.  Its  format  will  include  contemporary  Christian  music  with  a  five- 
minute  religious  program  at  the  top  of  each  how.  Southern  Baptist  volunteers 
will  help  install  broadcast  equipment  in  March.  The  station’s  tower  will  be 
on  the  highest  hill  in  the  Managua  area,  said  Daniell.  He  and  Jim  Palmer,  . 
a  -Southern  Baptist  mukibnary  in  Nicaragua,  will  help  Baptists  start  the 
station.  'We  ii 


By  Frank  Wm.  White 


A  journ^  The  board’s  Church  Information 
System  is  planning  to  offer  computer 
Bible  games  to  allow  participants  to 


ittheBi 


'Ihe  National  Convocation  on  the  Bi-  There  wm  a  com^i^  ser-  | 
bte,  sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School  Soiithern  Baptist  home  and 

division  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  wmgn  missioMries  during  the 
Board,  will  be  an  opportunity  to  Wednesday  evening  session.  ^ 

od^tetbemessage^teB&as  Re^tration  for  aU  ev^  of  the  ^ 
the  foundation  for  the  work  of  th™e-day  convi^tum  » 9^- 
Southmi  Baptists  in  evangelism.  Sun-  .  ^ 

day  School,  knd  missions,  according  is  av^bte  ^ 

to  convocation  plannero.  for  120.  A  Thu^y  fello^ 

will  cost  $14  for  peo|Me  not  paying  the 
The  art  dfoplay  will  feature  about  M  three-<lay  registration  fee. 
pieces  of  art  in  a  chronological  por-  Nominations  for  a  Sunday  School 
trayal  of  Bible  history,  Adams  said,  teacher  “Wall  of  Fkme,”  a  usting  of  Hn 

Other  eadiibitors  will  include  the  persons  with  at  least  25  years  of 
American  Bible  Society  and  Wycliffe  teijjdnijg.qtperiqice,  will  he  accepted 
BthteTNuisIalors,  as  welTas  several  untfl  March  1,  according  to  Rick 
Sunday  School  Board  components  and  wards,  Wall  of  Fkme  coordinator. 
other  Southern  Baptist  agencies.  Nominees  should  have  demonstrated  fn 

Persons  in  biblical  character  outstanding  faithfulness  to  the 
costumes  will  be  in  the  gather^  ministries  « their  churches,  he  said.  MB 
place  area  throughout  the  exhibit  Convocation  registration  forms  and  ■ 

times  and  will  be  avaUabte  to  talk  adcBtional  infonnatiaware  svailaNs  1 
with  participants,  Herrhig  said.  from  the  National  Convocation  on  the  I 
Writers  will  be  available  to  BiMe  information  desk  at  (815)  I 


15  to  20%  of  SBC  churches  will  be  involved  in  literacy  missions  by  1987.  “One 
of  any  of  the  three  forms  of  literacy  ministries  could  be  takiiw  place  in  any 
church  in  our  convention,”  he  said.  Statewide  coordinators  oT literacy  mis¬ 
sions  who  met  recently  in  Atlanta  said  they  constantly  need  more  vtriunteers 
for  literacy  ministry  work. 

FIVE  BAPTIST  UNIVERSITIES  TOP  $m  MILLION  IN  ENDOWMENT 
IN LA8TEST NATIONAL  REPORT:  WASHMOTON  XBP)  —  Ft^Sdulhern 
Baptist-related  univeratties  —  Samford  in  Alabama.  Mercer  in  Georgio,  Wake 
Foreat  In  North  Carolina,  Boylor  in  Texaa,  and  Richmond  in  Vir^ia  ~  have 
topped  the  SIM  million  level  (^endowment  holdings,  placing  them  In  rare  com¬ 
pany  among  the  nation’s  3,508  accredited  colleges  and  universities.  Wake 
Forest  tallied  $33$  million  to  rank  38th  In  the  nation  in  1091.  Richmond,  at  $297 
million,  was  48th,  Baylor,  with  $284  million,  was  50th.  Saniferd,  with  $111 
million,  was  112th;  Mercer,  at  $183  million,  was  123rd.  The  statistics  are  part 
of  a  study  by  the  National  Association  of  College  and  University  Business  Of¬ 
ficers,  appearinf  in  the  Feb.  12  issue  of  CknsUcle  et  Htgker  EdmetMem,  a 
Washington-based  journal. 
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